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The official Newsletter of the National Pony Society – Scotland       

Chairman’s Report
A most successful pre-season lunch was held in the Huntingtower Hotel, Perth on Sunday, 29th February 2004.  Almost 80 members and friends enjoyed a delicious lunch during which the Performance Awards were presented.  I would like to express my thanks to Barbara Darling for both organising these Awards and also a recent and highly successful Quiz Night held in Gifford.

The AGM followed the lunch with an explanation to all members present as to why there would be no election for new Committee members this year.  There was a brief Committee meeting immediately after the AGM in order to appoint Office Bearers for the year 2004-2005 and they remained the same as listed on your green card issued earlier this year.

Our Spring Show was held at the Devon Leisure Centre on 3rd April.  This appeared to run 99% smoothly, but it was unfortunate that the weather was, at times, against us.  It takes a lot of people to organise and run this show and to all the Judges, Stewards and helpers, I would like to express my personal thanks. 

The next event which I am sure you are all looking forward to is our Summer Show on Saturday, 12th June at Strathallan Estate, Auchterarder.  Everyone who attended this last year felt that this site proved to be an excellent venue and if we can be blessed with the same weather as last year, we will be looking forward to a most enjoyable day.

Scott McGregor

Extraordinary General Meeting

Prior to the first working meeting of the Committee a petition to hold an Extraordinary General Meeting was sent to the Secretary with sufficient signatures to warrant holding an EGM.  This was duly called and held on 30th March within Oatridge College with 54 members present.  The majority voted in favour of support for the existing Committee to carry on the business of running NPS Scotland for the rest of the year. 

At the next Committee Meeting on Tuesday, 20th April, the Chairman announced that he had received a letter of resignation from the Committee from Kate Fraser.  Steven Strang who was present at this meeting also handed in a letter of resignation from the Committee.

2003 Performance Awards Results
The Committee are grateful to Barbara Darling for organising the Performance Scheme and the 2003 results were as follows:

Lady Fairfax Lucy Trophy – Overall Performance:

1st Marjorie Grant’s Morvern of Turin Hill (Highland).  This pony was also awarded the Best of Breed Rosette.

2nd Eleanor Crate’s Phildon Brandy (Welsh A).  this pony was also awarded the Best of Breed Rosette.

3rd Gillian McMurray’s Rummlegairie of Trailtrow (Highland)

4th Jennifer Herd’s Skye of Sunnyneuk (Highland)

5th Kirsty Miller’s Waxwing Xcel (Welsh A)

6th Anne Currie’s Gleannmhor Debutante (Welsh D).  This pony was also awarded the Best of Breed Rosette

7th Kirsty Miller’s Waxwing Tango (Welsh B).  This pony was also awarded the Best of Breed Rosette.

8th Alix Scott’s Trowan Cultoon Moss (Highland)

9th Elspeth Owen’s Sydserff Clinker (Connemara).  This pony was also awarded the Best of Breed Rosette.

10th Rebecca Chalmers’s Gordon Highlander of Armoury (Highland)

Other Best of Breed Rosettes were awarded to Sandra Tait’s Wyken Pure Magic (Welsh C) and Dougal Dick’s Rosebestman of Transy (Shetland).

Treasure Island Trophy:

1st Eleanor Crate’s Phildon Bounce

2nd Kirsty Miller’s Waxwing Xcel

3rd Anne Currie’s Gleannmhor Debutante

4th Alix Scott’s Trowan Cultoon Moss

5th Marjorie Grant’s Morvern of Turin Hill

6th Gillian McMurray’s Rummlegairie of Trailtrow

7th Rebecca Chalmers’s Gordon Highlander of Armoury

8th Sandra Tait’s Cassie o’Kinnoull

9th Elspeth Owen’s Sydserff Clinker

10th Sandra Tait’s Wyken Pure Magic

Part Bred Trophy:

1st Gillian McMurray’s Nutberry Falcon

2nd Marjorie Grant’s Night Rocket

Further information and application forms for the 2004 Performance Scheme are available from Barbara Darling – Leaston Farm, Humbie, East Lothian, EH36 5PD.  Tel: 01875 833341.

Please try and support this worthwhile scheme as what better way to promote the performance and versatility of our Native Breeds and Part Breds.

Wouldn’t it be great to see all the Native Breeds involved in the Best of Breed Section?

Spring Show Results

Our Spring Show held at Devon Equestrian Centre on Saturday3rd April and although the weather was not particularly good, this did not deter competitors.

Exhibitor numbers were similar to those in 2003, although some sections were light on entries.  The Committee will shortly be discussing in depth the schedule and timetable for this show and hopefully we will iron out any problems.  

Congratulations must be made to all class winners and due to space, we unfortunately cannot list you all.  However, the various section Championships were as follows:

M&M Open Ridden – Champion and Silver Medal Rosette winner Phillipa Aitken’s Waxwing Rhys; Reserve Mrs S Wardrop’s Springwater Sundown.

M&M LR and FR – Champion Lynne Robertson’s Waxwing Xcel; Reserve Mr Bertram’s Phildon Bounce

RP/HP/Hunter In Hand – Champion Mrs R Kelbie’s Lyndrose Catwalk; Reserve Lynne & Nicola Reid’s Lynnbank Arianne

M&M In Hand Youngstock – Champion The Misses E&P Rennie’s Lomondside Honeycomb; Reserve Corrine Thomson’s Bedlay Janinne

M&M In Hand 4yrs & Over – Champion Mrs S Smith’s Milford Adventurer; Reserve Mrs Cheryl Frith’s Ristol Corrine

Shetland Ponies In Hand – Champion Mrs J Barry’s Kinkell Elegance; Reserve Mrs R Provan’s Waulkmill Good Gracious

Highland Ponies In Hand – Champion HS McGregor & Miss T Walker’s Josephdene; Reserve W & J Ralston’s Moss-side Iain Mhor

Overall In Hand Champion and Silver Medal Rosette Winner – HS McGregor & Miss T Walker’s Josephdene; Reserve Mrs S Smith’s Milford Adventurer

M&M Novice WHP – Champion Mrs J Cousens’s Lippens Mascot; Reserve Jenny Christie’s Laprig Donald

M&M Open WHP – Champion Mrs J Cousen’s Lippens Mascot; Reserve Miss A Bell’s Kamara Tansy

Picton Novice Ridden Qualifier – Champion Kim Stewart’s Bryndefaid Angus; Reserve Gail Whetter’s Lindisfarn Guardsman

NPS Scotland M&M Novice Ridden – Champion Erik Mackechnie’s Dunstaffanage Anuna; Reserve Ella McNinch’s Vimpenny Celebration

Registered Part Breds In Hand – Champion Mrs S Williamson’s Derw Class Act; Reserve Mrs R Kelbie’s Lyndrose Catwalk

Registered Part Breds Under Saddle – Champion Ella McNinch’s Bingham’s Royal Flush; Reserve Mrs V Mylius’s Apres Moi

Again we would like to thank all those who Judged, stewarded and helped with this event – without such assistance there would not be a show.  Thanks must also be made to our generous class sponsors for their support.

Malvern Teams 2004

Any NPS Scotland member who is competing at the NPS Summer Championships at Malvern and who would like to be considered for the Scottish Team, please notify our Chef d’Equipe, Tweetie Nimmo, by email at tweetienimmo@lineone.net by telephone on 07831 896241 or by post to Duntarvie, Winchburgh, Broxburn, EH52 6QA.

The information required is as follows: 

· name of pony

· name of owner 

· day entered 

· class no.’s entered 

· a brief history of the ponies' winnings.

Tweetie requires this information to be sent to her by the beginning of July.

 Renewal of Membership for 2004

Reminders have been sent out to all 2003 members who had not renewed their membership before mid March.  

Similar to last year, many members left renewal to the last minute and sent it with their Spring Show entries, thus avoiding the additional cost of the Joining Fee.  The 2004 cut off date has now passed and any renewals will be regarded as new membership applications with a levy of £5 as well as the relevant membership fee.

The Committee is continuing to apply dual rate charges to all entry fees as a benefit to Members and anyone entering four classes or more in any one year, at any of our shows or other events, will benefit financially from becoming an NPS Scotland Member.

Of course there are many other equally important benefits of being a Member – 

· Entitlement to vote

· Regular Newsletters, Show Schedules and Entry Forms sent automatically

· Annual social events calendar

· Preferential rates at other events

· Eligibility to qualify and compete at NPS Scotland

Championship Finals

Please encourage your friends to join.  Membership application forms will be sent out to all non-members who request a schedule for the Summer Show from the Secretary. Forms are also available from any Committee Member.
NPS Scotland Website

NPS Scotland has its own website – www.npsscotland.co.uk

If any members wish to advertise a stallion at stud, a pony for sale (or wanted!), tack for sale, etc, this can go on the website for a fee of £10.00 to include a photograph.

Should you be interested in such a service, please can you contact our website designer - Melissa Warren – direct at Damley’s Cottage, By Milnathort, Kinross, KY13 9HB.  Tel: 01577 861497.

Amongst other items of interest on the website, you can download our various show schedules and entry forms.

Picnic Ride

Anna Roberts and Morven Campbell have kindly agreed to host and organise a picnic ride through the scenic countryside on Strathallan Estate, Auchterarder on either 25th or 26th September.

Further details and confirmation of date will be in the next newsletter and we are grateful to Anna and Morven for their help with this event.

NPS Scotland Summer Show

The NPS Scotland Summer Show will be held on Saturday, 12th June within Strathallan Estate, Auchterarder.  The schedule is enclosed with this Newsletter and your attention is drawn to the closing date. Unlike our Spring Show this year, there will be no opportunity to make a late entry, so please complete and return the Entry Form as soon as possible.

As well as the numerous regular qualifying classes, the Committee has this year accepted to host two new Championship Qualifiers.  These are:

The NPS/Romanno Stud British Riding Pony In Hand Championship

And

The NPS/Soign Equestrian Limited Home Produced M&M In Hand Championship

Once again we will be hosting a Dressage Competition.  However, the Combined Training competition will not be held as we are only having one Working Hunter Ring due to the difficulty in sourcing another set of WHP jumps.

We look forward to welcoming members both old and new to our flasgship event.

Stewards Required

As always, we require a great number of Stewards to assist with the smooth running of our Summer Show.  

If you are available to assist – for however short or long a period of time – please can you contact the NPS Scotland Secretary, Alicia Hay, as soon as possible.  Should you not have much experience of stewarding, please don’t be put off – you will be teamed up with someone ‘in the know’!

It is continual re-iteration, but stewards are the mainstay of any show or event and without such helpers, we cannot run efficiently.  Alicia looks forward to receiving your calls!

NPS Scotland Dinner Dance

Committee Member Sue Williamson has once again agreed to take on the organisation of our biennial Dinner Dance.

To give you advance notice, this year it will be held on Saturday, 30th October within the Queen’s Hotel, Perth.  Further details can be obtained from Sue on 01307 860263 and full details along with a ticket order form will be available in the next newsletter.

This is our big social event of the year so get a table organised!

NPS Scotland Ridden and WHP Competitions

Pat Rennie continues to organise the NPS Scotland Ridden and WHP Competitions.

In 2004, we are once again grateful to Kilmannan Stud for sponsoring the Novice M&M Ridden Championship; Baileys Horse Feeds for sponsoring the Open M&M Ridden Championship and The Countryside Alliance for their sponsorship of the M&M Open Working Hunter Pony Championship.

As you will all be aware by now, our Scottish Finals this year will be held at the Bowmore Blair Atholl International Horse Trials on Friday, 27th August.  The Horse Trials are a wonderful event and well worth a visit – either to compete in our Finals or just to spectate.  Either way, you will be faced with wall-to-wall equestrian-related shopping as well as being able to watch the 3 Day Event Dressage Phase and BSJA showjumping.

The Event Director, Sarah Phillips, and her staff at the Bowmore Blair Atholl Horse Trials Office have been extremely accommodating towards NPS Scotland and for this we are extremely grateful.  We have attempted to timetable the day so that no clashes of classes will occur, so fingers crossed…!  

Judges for the finals are as follows:

NPS Scotland/Kilmannan Stud M&M Novice Ridden Pony of the Year Championship – Mrs Margaret Furness

NPS Scotland/Baileys Horse Feeds M&M Open Ridden Pony of the Year Championship – Mrs Madge Taylor

NPS Scotland/Scottish Countryside Alliance M&M Open Working Hunter Pony of the Year Championship – Mrs Madge Taylor (Jumping) and Mr Steven Strang (Conformation).

Once again, NPS Scotland is grateful to HOYS for extending a special invitation to the winner of each WHP class to go forward to the NEC Birmingham in October.  If the class winner has already qualified, the pony placed next in line will be deemed the qualifier.  Qualification can go no lower than 3rd place.

Many shows throughout the season host qualifiers for these Finals and details are given in the various show schedules.  If you are, however, in any doubt about participating shows, please contact Pat Rennie on 01360 660481.

Can Members please be reminded of the tightening up of the NPS Scotland Rules regarding qualification.  They are:

1. Ponies may only qualify once for each NPS Scotland Competition Final.  Failure to adhere to this rule will result in disqualification from the Final.

2.  Entry for the Finals can only be made by sending the official card duly signed by the Judge at the time of qualifying with your entry form.

3. Qualification can go as far down the line as necessary.

4. For the Novice Final only – ponies must wear a snaffle bridle to qualify and must not have won a 1st in an Open M&M or breed class prior to January 1st 2004.

5. The exhibitor must be or become a member of NPS Scotland before entering the Final.

It is hoped the Finals will be well supported – this a brave step for NPS Scotland to move to such a prestigious event, but what a wonderful shop window and opportunity we shall have to introduce many people to our various Native Breeds.

Olympia Qualifier at Bowmore Blair Castle Horse Trials

In addition to our Scottish Finals, NPS Scotland has been awarded an Olympia Qualifier to also be held at Blair Atholl on 27th August in conjunction with our NPS Scotland Finals. 

This Olympia Qualifier will commence at 9.00am prompt and the Judge will be Mrs Margaret Furness.

Should you require a schedule and entry form, please contact Bowmore Blair Castle International Horse Trials, Atholl Estates Office, Blair Atholl, Perthshire, PH18 5 TH.

Tel: 01796 481543

Email info@blairhorsetrials.co.uk

Diary Dates

JUNE 12 

NPS Scotland Summer Show, Strathallan Estate

AUGUST 27 

Bowmore Blair Atholl Horse Trials, Blair Atholl - NPS Scotland Ridden & WHP Finals and Olympia Qualifier

AUGUST 29 

NPS/RDA Fun Show, Summerston, Glasgow

SEPTEMBER 25 or 26 

Picnic Ride, Strathallan Estate, Auchterarder

OCTOBER 30 

NPS Scotland Dinner Dance, Perth

NOVEMBER 20 

Youngstock Show, Devon EC, Fishcross

NPS Scotland Office Bearers and Committee Members

Contact List
We are here to run your society so, please let us have your thoughts and suggestions on how to improve this Society for your interests.  Following are the full Committee.  Should you have any queries, ideas or suggestions, they are waiting to hear from YOU!

Chairman 

Mr H Scott McGregor 

Ballinton, Thornhill, By Stirling  

FK8 3QL

Tel: 01786 850219

Mobile: 07866 775180

Vice Chairman

Mrs R A Provan
 

Summerfield, Glenfarg, Perthshire  

PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

Secretary

Mrs Alicia Hay

Blairview, Milnathort, Kinross  

KY13 0SF

Tel: 07970 816416

Email secretary@npsscotland.co.uk

· Miss Peggy Jardine Paterson, Nether Gask, Auchterarder, Perthshire

PH3 1HP

Tel: 01738 73034

· Mrs Sue Williamson Wilbram, Justinhaugh, By Forfar, Angus  DD8 3SD

Tel: 01307 860263

· Mrs Fiona Roebuck South Strathy, Aberuthven, Perthshire  PH3 1HL

Tel: 01738 730399

Mobile: 07970 731633

southstrathy@tiscali.co.uk

· Mrs M C Nimmo, Duntarvie, Winchburgh, Broxburn,  

West Lothian  EH52 6QA

Tel: 01506 834331

Mobile: 07831 896241

tweetienimmo@lineone.net

· Miss Pat Rennie 

Lomondside Stud

Buchannan Home Farm

Drymen G63 0HU

Tel: 01360 660481

info@lomondsidestud.co.uk

· Mrs Joan McCallum Woodlea, Sorn, Ayrshire 

KA5 6JB

Tel: 01290 550713

· Mr William R Ireland 

Kilmannan Farm

Auchineden Estate, Blanefield

By Glasgow  G63 9AX

Tel: 01360 770815

wireland@kilmannan.demon.co.uk
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