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NPS Scotland

                                                                   January 2004

The official Newsletter of the National Pony Society – Scotland            

AGM 

Arrangements are now in place for the third Annual General Meeting of the National Pony Society Scotland on Sunday 29th February.  

The  Huntingtower House Hotel, Perth is a central and easily accessible venue and it is to be hoped that as many members as possible will attend. 

Apart from the serious business of the AGM, the Committee has also combined the popular pre-season lunch and the performance awards presentation into one social event. The planned programme is –

Lunch

Performance Awards Presentation

Raffle

AGM
Lunch is at 12 for 12.30pm in the Oak Room. It is hoped to have the Performance Awards Presentation over coffee and a raffle to round off the social aspect of the day. The AGM is scheduled to start at approximately 2.00pm.

Members are welcome to attend either the lunch or the AGM as separate functions, although the Committee anticipate that most will want to support both.

Friends and family who are not members will be most welcome and can enjoy the other facilities available at the hotel if they would prefer to avoid the business of the AGM.

Tickets (for lunch only) must be pre-paid and are once again offered at the 

cost price of £12.95 each. Please complete the enclosed form and 

include a stamped addressed envelope with application for the return of your tickets.

P.S. Any raffle prize donations will be gratefully received on or before the day.

Committee Nominations

The NPS Scotland Constitution operates a cyclical system of retiral, re-election and new nominations towards the end of each year.

The AGM this year will see the retiral of five of our current committee members, Scott McGregor, Rowena Provan, Peggy Jardine-Patterson, Liz Claxton and Tweetie Nimmo. Rowena Provan and Peggy Jardine-Patterson are eligible for re-election and have indicated their willingness to continue.  If you would like to join the Committee, nominations are now sought from fully paid up members of NPS Scotland.

The nomination form requires to be signed by a proposer and a seconder, both of whom must also be NPS Scotland members, plus a brief personal profile. This will be used in the event of more candidates being nominated than there are vacancies available. In this situation a voting paper will be drawn up and sent out to all members, with a return date to an independent scrutineer. The results of the ballot will be announced at the AGM. 

Prospective candidates should complete the enclosed form and return it duly signed to the Secretary on or before the deadline of 12 noon on Friday 30th January. 

Membership Renewal

All members are reminded that their membership of NPS Scotland was due for renewal on 1st January. 

Membership rates have been retained at the level set in 2000 at the inception of the reformed society.


National

£10


Scotland only
£15


Associate
£10


Joining Fee
£5

Anyone not renewing membership by the end of March will be deemed to have lapsed and be liable to pay the joining fee in addition to annual membership to cover administration costs.

Remember that your membership represents good value for money, especially in consideration of the concessional rates applicable on all entry fees. Apart from financial, as a member you receive other benefits such as eligibility to compete in NPS Scotland competitions and finals, regular information in the form of newsletters and automatic receipt of show schedules to list but a few. Of course there is also the opportunity to participate in all the social events as well.

Prize Draw

Where the above paragraphs may be considered to be ‘the big stick’ to encourage you to part with membership money, here is news of ‘the carrot’ for essentially the same purpose albeit disguised in a sugar coating to make it more palatable.

As last year, you are once again invited to renew membership prior to the AGM when the names of all fully paid up members will be entered into a prize draw. The lucky winner will be presented with a mixed case of wine.

Although the draw will take place at the AGM, if the name drawn is not present don’t panic, as your prize will be in safe keeping until collected.

If a free case of wine sounds tempting, remember to renew your membership now. Don’t delay as you may forget and miss out on this special opportunity.

Quiz Evenings

Three very successful quiz evenings have been held throughout the central and west areas during October and November.

The first in late October was organised by Joan McCallum at The Riverside Inn, Minishant. Scott McGregor organised the second at the regular venue of The Lion and the Unicorn in Thornhill in mid November. Most recently at the end of November, with the greatest number of teams participating, Rowena Provan organised an evening at Balgeddie Toll, Kinnesswood.

Everyone who attended whatever venue remarked on how much they had enjoyed their evening. This was due in no small measure to the regular quiz master, Dougal Dick, who managed to astound with a regular and seemingly endless supply of diverse and obscure questions all delivered in a manner which brooked no argument. Many thanks to Dougal on behalf of all his victims for his time and effort in producing and presenting these quizzes. We are all looking forward to next year!

East Lothian Quiz Night

Barbara Darling has very kindly arranged a quiz evening in East Lothian to round off the season. The venue should be easily accessible for members and friends living in Edinburgh and Borders area as well as East Lothian.

The venue is The Goblin Ha’, Gifford on Wednesday 25 February 2004. Supper is at 7pm at a cost of £8 pp with an additional charge for coffee if desired. The quiz will start thereafter at 8.15pm.

On this occasion the pub are providing both the questions and the quiz master. This may be an advantage depending on the subject matter and your point of view!

If you are interested in taking part please contact Barbara or the Secretary. Contact details for both can be found on the back page of this newsletter.

Youngstock Show

Entries for the 2003 Youngstock Show held at Devon Equestrian Centre on Saturday 22 November were extremely disappointing. 

The Highland section was the least well supported with only four ponies forward on the day out of a possible ten, closely followed by Riding / Hunter Ponies with six present out of thirteen. The economics of procuring a dedicated breed judge for one section only will have to be looked at carefully for the future.

Despite the lack of entries, the show ran smoothly under the expert guidance of Vice Chairman, Rowena Provan and the standard of exhibits was extremely high.

The Supreme Champion was a worthy winner, especially so when taking into consideration the distance travelled to compete – Mrs Rosemary Campbell made a two-day journey from Castletown, Caithness! Luckily the judges liked her pony and her efforts were well rewarded.

Champions

Highland – ALYTH ISLA, Fiona Stevenson; 

Shetland – EYNHALLOW SHEILA, Claire Laing; 

Eriskay – HARDISTON MEANBH-CHWLEAG, Celia Harper-Gow;

Light Horse – TUMBARHUMBA, Lesley D Brodie;

Riding/Hunter Pony – ACHADHCEAL PETER PIPER, Mrs Rosemary Campbell;

M & M – COLDWELL MODEL THE SECOND, Mrs L Cormack;

Overall Foal – WAVERHEAD JAMES, Messrs Smith;

Supreme - ACHADHCEAL PETER PIPER.

Day at Perth Races

23rd September 2004
If there is sufficient interest, we will pay the deposit on the box we have reserved in the upper Dewhurst Stand with its own private balcony for 16 people at the Glorious Finale Meeting on Thursday 23rd September.
The package offers you a prime viewing position to enjoy the races, 2 course lunch, programme, badge, and a club tea for £69.00 + VAT (£82.00).
We require a deposit of £25.00 per person to be with the Secretary before 6th February.  If there is insufficient interest by this date, we will not proceed with the booking and deposits will be refunded.  
If the booking is made with the Racecourse, deposits will be non-refundable and attendees will be liable to pay the balance before 26th August.
Obviously, places are limited so why not get a group together and come and enjoy a social day at the races – Best of Luck.

Olympia Results 

A slightly depleted Scottish contingent acquitted themselves well at the final of the NPS Baileys Ridden Mountain and Moorland Championship held at Olympia on Monday 22 December, cheered on by quite a few members who had journeyed from Scotland to offer support.

Judges for 2003 were Mrs L Sims (riding) and Mr D Puttock (conformation) with each scoring out of a possible 50 marks.

Moss-side Campsie Glen, the Darling family’s lovely bay Highland stallion who was Reserve Champion in 1999, was sadly unable to compete due to ill health. Of the remaining three Highland exhibits, Fyfedene, owned by Scott McGregor and ridden by Barbara McVean, was Best of Breed with a combined score of 82 (46 & 36 respectively). With a score of 81 (42 & 39) Quest of Mendick, bred by Mr & Mrs J Dykes was only a whisker behind.

It was not a good year generally for the Welsh ponies with the 2001 Champion, Section C Starlight Discovery, the highest placed at sixth. Thorneyside the Toff, owned by Mr Richard Deptford, ridden by co-owner Chris MacMillan and produced from Jill Cousins yard at Cromlix, won Best of Breed from the five Section D ponies, gaining 86 points (41 & 45).

Highest placed of the Scottish exhibitors was Mr W R Ireland with the Dales pony, Kilmannan Black Velvet. One of only two Dales qualified and ably ridden and produced by Richard Telford, this partnership gained 90 points (45 & 45) to collect Best of Breed and be placed third overall.

For anyone who has not seen the full results, the Championship was won for the first time ever in it’s history by a most deserving Exmoor, Stowbrook Jenny Wren, a lovely free mover with a foot perfect show achieved top score of 94 (48 & 46). Reserve was the delightful Fell Townend Hamish, only one point behind on 93 (45 & 48).

Comparing these scores with the above mentioned Best of Breed winners, it is evident how close the overall results were. Well done to everyone involved in producing to such a high standard in the depths of winter.

The judges for 2004 final have just been announced. Conformation is to be Mr L Bigley and Ridden, Mrs C M Nelson.

Competitions 2004

The Committee held a dedicated meeting in November to discuss the future of our three NPS Scotland M&M Competitions with particular reference to the future venue of the Finals.

All three competitions and sponsors are to remain as they were in 2003, i.e., Kilmannan Novice Ridden, Baileys Open Ridden and Countryside Alliance WHP and we are grateful to these sponsors for their continued support.

There will be some tightening of the rules for next year including the qualification process and application for the final. Details will be available shortly once relevant show secretaries have been informed.

Following negotiations with the organisers, the finals are to be held at Blair Castle Horse Trials, Blair Atholl, Perthshire on Friday 27 August, 2004.

Details of shows holding qualifiers, as well as judges for the finals, will be confirmed in the membership package, which will be sent out in March to all who have renewed their membership for 2004.

NPS National Competitions

There are a number of new competitions and sponsors for the 2004 season, all holding qualifiers with the finals at the NPS Summer Championship Show.

Competitions to look out for in show schedules are –

· H-10 Elegance National Novice Riding Pony Under Saddle Championship

· www.Horsequest.co.uk National Novice Show Hunter Pony Championship

· Greenlinks Stud M&M Junior WHP Competition

· Soigne Equestrian Ltd Home Produced M&M In-Hand National

Championship

· Strutt & Parker Hunter Pony Breeding Silver Medal Competition

· Romanno Stud British Riding Pony / Hunter Pony In-Hand Championship

The current showing trend is for ridden M&M ponies, with classes well filled up and down the country. It is noticeable that with two exceptions, these new competitions are largely aimed at Riding Ponies and Hunter Ponies both In-Hand and Novice Ridden. This may in part be attributable to 2004 being the ‘Promotional Year of the British Riding Pony’. Let’s hope to see all classes for Riding and Hunter ponies well supported at our Scottish Shows in the coming season.

SWP&CA Ceilidh
The SWP&CA are holding a fundraising ceilidh in aid of the Scottish All Welsh Show & Elite Final on Saturday 24 January at Ravenstruther Hall on the A70 / A743 Lanark to Carstairs road. 

There is to be something for all tastes with a live ceilidh band and disco, buffet supper and bar all starting at 7.30pm. 

Tickets priced £9 are available until 19 January from – 

Linda Cormack

East Forth Farm

Manse Road

Forth

ML11 8AJ

Tel. 01555 811830

National Stallion Show

The 143rd National Stallion Show is to be held at the usual venue of Perth Market on Saturday 6 March.

For competitors, there is a full range of In-Hand showing classes with sections for Highland, Shetland Standard & Miniature and Mixed M & M Breeds as well as Clydesdales.

This show is affiliated to the National Pony Society and the Supreme Champion from the three native pony sections will qualify for the M & M In- Hand Silver Medal Rosette Championship, the final of which is held at the NPS Summer Championship Show in August. The judge for this championship at the National Stallion Show is Mrs S Brooks, Kelso.

Spectators can indulge themselves viewing the various showing classes and also a Highland Stallion Parade and the Clydesdale Stallion Premium Parade. Other attractions include various breed society and commercial trade stands plus the ever popular Farrier Competitions.

Schedules are available now from the Secretary - Mardy Whiteford 

The Faulds, 

Kilmany 

Cupar 

Fife

KY15 4PT

Tel. 01382 330710


Clinic

NPS Scotland are once again  holding a joint showing clinic with SWP&CA & BSPS on Sunday 21 March at a central venue yet to be confirmed.

Classes under instruction this year by experienced tutors will be - Lead Rein, First Ridden, Junior Ridden and Novice / Open Ridden. There will also be a show tips session dealing with the practicalities of turnout including plaiting, pulling, etc.

Anyone interested in applying or requiring more information should contact the organiser – 

Mrs Irene McKenzie

Ayton Smiddy

Newburgh

 By Cupar

Fife

KY14 6TQ

Tel. 01337 870243.

Spring Show

Schedules for the NPS Scotland Spring Show to be held at Devon Equestrian Centre on Saturday 3 April will be sent out to all members with their membership package next month.

The Equine Focus Group have made some time-tabling alterations for this year which competitors should note at the time of entering to avoid a clash of classes. There are also a few minor changes to the classes offered, but on the whole expect the same qualifiers to be available.

For Connemara exhibitors, this show is to be a qualifier both In Hand and Ridden for the JFC / Scottish Farmer Championship Show, with the final to be held on Saturday 6 September.

Dinner Dance

2004 is the year for NPS Scotland’s second biannual Dinner Dance. The Social Focus Group has plans well in hand, even at this early stage.

The venue for this year is The Queen’s Hotel, Perth on Saturday 30 October. The band will be similar to last time with a dance selection to suit all and ticket price will remain at £25 per head. Tickets can be purchased individually, although as previously group bookings will be accepted for ‘a table’.

Tickets will go on sale in early summer, but please put this date into your new diary now. 

Diary Dates
 2004

JANUARY 24 SWP&CA Fundraising Ceilidh, Ravenstruther Hall, 7.30 – 11.30pm. Tel. 01555 811830

JANUARY 30 Final date for Committee Nominations to be lodged with the Secretary. 

FEBRUARY 25 Quiz Night and Supper, The Goblin Ha’, Gifford, East Lothian 7.00pm Tel. 01875 833213

FEBRUARY 29 AGM (2pm), Performance Awards and Pre-season Lunch (12 noon). Pre-booked lunch tickets available via enclosed form.

MARCH 6 National Stallion Show, Perth Tel. 01382 330710

MARCH 21 Showing Clinic at central venue TBC. Joint venture with SWP&CA & BSPS. Tel. 01337 870243

APRIL 3 NPS Scotland Spring Show, Devon Equestrian Centre, Alloa

MAY ? Proposed visit to George Bowman’s yard, Cumbria. Details will be available in the next newsletter.

If there is sufficient interest a coach will be booked and numbers may be limited. To register an interest now, please contact the secretary.

JUNE 12   NPS Summer Show
Strathallan Castle, Auchterarder

SEPTEMBER 23 Day at Perth Races
Deposit required by the Secretary before 6 February.
OCTOBER 30 NPS Dinner Dance
Queens Hotel, Perth

NOVEMBER 20 NPS Youngstock Show – Devon Equestrian Centre, Alloa

NPS Scotland Office Bearers and Committee Members

Contact List

We are here to keep your society functioning. Please let us have your thoughts and suggestions on how to improve this Society for you the members. Following are the full committee and their focus groups; they are waiting to hear from YOU!

Chairman 

Mr H Scott McGregor 

Ballinton, Thornhill, By Stirling  

FK8 3QL

Tel: 01786 850219

Mobile: 07866 775180

Vice Chairman

Mrs R A Provan
 

Summerfield, Glenfarg, Perthshire  

PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

Treasurer

Mr J S Strang



3e Grange Gardens, Sheriffmuir Road, Bridge of Allan  FK9 4TO   

Tel: 01786 834262

Secretary

Mrs Alicia Hay

Blairview, Milnathort, Kinross  

KY13 0SF

Tel: 07970 816416

Social Focus Group (4)

· Mrs E Claxton 

Ochter Clunie, Craigie,  Blairgowrie, Perthshire  

PH10 6RG

Tel: 01250 884779

· Miss Peggy Jardine Paterson, Nether Gask, Auchterarder, Perthshire

PH3 1HP

Tel: 01738 730346

· Mrs R A Provan
 Summerfield, Glenfarg

Perth  PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

· Mrs Sue Williamson Wilbram, Justinhaugh, By Forfar, Angus  DD8 3SD

Tel: 01307 860263

Equine Event Focus Group (5)

· Mrs Fiona Roebuck South Strathy, By Aberuthven, Auchterarder, Perthshire  PH3 1HL

Tel: 01738 730399

· Mrs M C Nimmo, Duntarvie, Winchburgh, Broxburn,  

West Lothian  EH52 6QA

Tel: 01506 834331

· Mr J Steven Strang

3e Grange Gardens, Sheriffmuir Road, 

Bridge of Allan  FK9 4TO   

Tel: 01786 834262

Newsletter Editor & Welfare

· Kathleen R Fraser Wester Cleish, 

By Cleish, Kinross-shire  KY13 0LP

Tel: 01577 850271

Competitions Organiser
· Miss Pat Rennie 

Lomondside Stud,

Buchannan Home Farm,

Drymen G63 0HU

Tel: 01360 660481

Sponsorship & Marketing Focus Group (3)

· Mrs Joan McCallum Woodlea, Sorn, Ayrshire KA5 6JB

Tel: 01290 550713

· Mr William R Ireland 

Kilmannan Farm

Auchineden Estate, Blanefield

By Glasgow  G63 9AX

Tel: 01360 770815

· Mrs R A Provan
 Summerfield, Glenfarg

Perthshire  PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

****************************
Performance Competition Organiser

· Mrs Barbara Darling


Leaston Farm


Humbie


East Lothian EH36 5PD


Tel: 01875 833213

The National Pony Society - Scotland

Nomination Form – 2004
We, the undersigned Members of the National Pony Society in Scotland, hereby nominate the under noted Scottish Member for Election to the National Pony Society Scotland.  Agreement for the inclusion of the name has been obtained.

Name of Candidate: ……………………………………………………………………...

Address: ……………………………...…………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Name of Proposer:……………………..………………………………………………… 

Address ……………………………...……………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Signature: ………………………………………….. Date: ……………………………...

Name of Seconder: ……………………….………………………………………………

Address …………………………………………....……………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………...……….….

Signature: ………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………...

Nomination Forms must be returned to NPS Scotland Secretary:-

Mrs Alicia Hay

Blairview

Milnathort

Kinross

KY13 0SF

They must arrive no later than 12.00 noon on Friday 30th January 2004.

Candidate ‘profile’ should also be submitted on reverse of Nomination form.

Please indicate if an acknowledgement is required YES / NO
Sorry, Clinic  post-poned until further notice.





Sorry,  Clinic


post-poned


 until further


 notice








