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NPS Scotland

                                                                   April 2005

The official Newsletter of the National Pony Society – Scotland       

Chairman’s Report

Hello Everyone,
As I put pen to paper today many of you like myself will be involved with foaling.  After last year’s which ran without a single hitch this year at Ballinton is certainly making up for it. My first foal appeared three weeks early a month ago and after a tricky start it is now trying to tell me it’s in serious training for the Derby – I will catch up with it one of these days.  Thursday last week gave me my most difficult foaling for many a long year.  I sadly lost the foal on Sunday evening.

I pass on success and good wishes to all of you involved in breeding this year in weather that has not been the kindest.

Our Annual Lunch followed by the AGM in the Green Hotel, Kinross was enjoyed by all who attended and for those of you who could not attend this year, I do hope you can join us for next year.  My personal thanks to Liz Claxton for organising a super lunch and to Barbara Darling for all her work in the Performance Competition which had its prize giving following the lunch.
Our Spring show was more fortunate weather wise than the previous year and as well as 
cheering everyone up, it brought us a good number of entries on the day which allowed us to finish financially with income on a par with last years.  But sadly expenditure has risen and your committee is looking very seriously at next years event including the venue.

Since the AGM your committee has met twice and I am pleased to say the new members have settled in very quickly and I look forward to working with them through the rest of the year.

All thoughts now centre round our forthcoming Summer Show.  We have had our final meeting with the  BSPS and all looks well for a successful weekend for both society’s.  It’s up to you the Members now to bring out the ponies especially in hand entries to make our show a success and justify the superb prize money sponsorship from Rotherwood Furniture Limited.
To finish with good news its great to have Pat Rennie back in harness after her long hospitalisation following her accident.  Pat is the keystone to the success of our three Scottish Champions Finals held at Blair Castle.

Scott McGregor

ROTHERWOOD FURNITURE LTD

We are a large independent fine furniture business, owned and managed by Claire Brown.  We have built our success on providing furniture and accessories of the highest quality and have stores in Ayr and the fine city of Perth.

Whatever your taste – designer or traditional, town or country, contemporary or classical – our ranges place the essence and warm beauty of solid furniture right into the heart of every home.

We are delighted to sponsor the class prize money for the NPS Scotland Summer Show.

10 Beresford Terrace, Ayr, KA7 2EG

01292 262622

61 South Methven Street, Perth, PH1 5NX

01738 626786
OPEN SEVEN DAYS – DELIVERY THROUGHOUT SCOTLAND

NPS Judges Assessments
Since the inception of the new and much more candidate friendlyJudges Assessment Scheme, the main body of the NPS has been delighted with the response from both aspiring judges and those wishing to join further NPS Panels.

The first Judges Study Day and Assessment Weekend was pioneered at Oatridge College, Edinburgh in September 2003 with an excellent attendance.  Subsequently, two more such weekends have been held at English venues, themost recent one at Warwick College in February 2005 which was a record 32 candidates forward.

Of the 45 NPS Probationer Judges nationwide, Scotland boasts no less than 11 of this number - good news for show secretaries in the future, as Scotland should soon find the NPS Judges 'pool' increase by one third.



Caroline Nelson
2004 Performance Awards Results
The Committee are grateful to Barbara Darling for organising the Performance Scheme and the 2004 results were as follows:

Lady Fairfax Lucy Trophy – Overall Performance:

1st Eleanor Crate's Blainslie Valentine (Welsh B)

2nd Marjorie Grant's Morvern of Turin Hill (Highland)

3rd Elspeth Owen/Janis Cramb's Sydserff Clinker (Connemara)

4th Lisa Ogilvie's Oldmere Windchime (Welsh B)

5th Kirsty Miller's Colne Firefly (Welsh A)

6th Sheila Watson's Rhandir Warrior ((Welsh D)

7th Kirsty Miller's Wedderlie Marengo (Welsh B)

8th Kirsty Miller's Wolverton Rita (Welsh A)

9th Roweena Provan/Steven Strang's Earnbrig Reynard (Shetland)

Treasure Island Trophy:

1st Eleanor Crate's Blainslie Valentine

2nd Kirstly Miller's Wedderlie Marengo

3rd Kirsty Miller's Wolverton Rita

4th Marjorie Grant's Morvern of Turin Hill

5th Elspeth Owen/Janis Cramb's Sydserff Clinker

6th Kirsty Miller's Colne Firefly

Part Bred Trophy:

1st Caroline Watson's Briary Sparkle of Gribton (Highland x TB)

Further information and application forms for the 2005 Performance Scheme are available from Barbara Darling – Leaston Farm, Humbie, East Lothian, EH36 5PD.  Tel: 01875 833341.  Please try and support this worthwhile scheme as what better way to promote the performance and versatility of our Native Breeds and Part Breds.
Spring Show Results

Our Spring Show held at Devon Equestrian Centre on Saturday 2nd April was blessed with the most wonderful spring weather, which made for extremely happy competitors and organisers!

Exhibitor numbers were slightly down on the previous year, but our decision to accept entries on the day bore fruit and brought the entry numbers back on par to 2004.  Some sections were, however light on entries and the Committee will shortly be discussing in depth the schedule and timetable for this show and hopefully we will iron out any problems.  Parking continues to be a major problem at this venue due to lack of space and we will try to address this issue somehow.  Should you have any comments or criticisms regarding this Show, please can you contact either the Secretary or one of the Committee so that the matter can be brought up at a future meeting.

Congratulations must be made to all class winners and due to space, we unfortunately cannot list you all.  However, the various section Championships were as follows:

M&M Open Ridden – Champion Mr WR Ireland's Village Defender; Reserve - Pamela Brown's Rosefinch 

M&M LR and FR – Champion Lynne Robertson's Ravenshead Crackerjack; Reserve Kim Stewart's Fernridge Miss Millie

RP/HP/Hunter In Hand – Champion Miss L Kelbie's Lyndrose Esquire; Reserve Mrs L & Miss N Reid's Lynnbank Arianne

M&M In Hand Youngstock – Champion Mr WR Ireland's Kilmannan Black Magic; Reserve Mrs C Anderson's Rushfield Bailey 

M&M In Hand 4yrs & Over – Champion Mr WR Ireland's Kilmannan Sapphire; Reserve Miss E Jones's Seedhill Swansong 

Shetland Ponies In Hand – Champion Mrs R Provan's Waulkmill Forget-me-Not; Reserve Mrs R Provan's Waulkmill Good Gracious

Highland Ponies In Hand – Champion Mrs S Coutts's Joanna of Forglen; Reserve Carol Macpherson's Fric Collin Von Schonberg

Overall In Hand Champion and Silver Medal Rosette Winner – Kilmannan Sapphire; Reserve Waulkmill Forget-me-Not

M&M Novice WHP – Champion Miss E Jones's Solus of Marisland; Reserve Mrs G Whitaker's Charlesland Rosemarie

M&M Open WHP – Champion Mrs C MacMillan's Lippen's Mascot; Reserve Mesdames Aitken & Beattie's Fronarth Twywsog Cymru 

Picton Novice Ridden Qualifier – Champion Pamela Brown's Bellindene Franklyn; Reserve Mesdames Aitken & Beattie's Fronarth Twywsog Cymru 

NPS Scotland M&M Novice Ridden – Champion Mesdames Aitken & Beattie's Waxwing Holly Bud; Reserve Kirsty Miller's Wolverton Rita 

Coloured, Part Bred & Eriskay Section – Champion Mrs S Williamson's Inchyra Quizmaster; Reserve Mrs J Cousen's Rustrums Minerva

Again we would like to thank all those who Judged, stewarded and helped with this event – without such assistance there would not be a show.  Thanks must also be made to our generous class sponsors for their support.
Further Class Sponsorship  Package
NPS Scotland are delighted to report to the membership that Rotherwood Furniture Limited have decided to extend their Class Sponsorship package to now include the Young stock show 2005, and the Spring, Summer and Young stock shows of 2006.  We are all most grateful for this continued support and urge all our members to support these shows.
Malvern Teams 2005

Any NPS Scotland member who is competing at the NPS Summer Championships at Malvern and who would like to be considered for the Scottish Team, please notify our Chef d’Equipe, Tweetie Nimmo, by email at tweetienimmo@lineone.net by telephone on 07831 896241 or by post to Duntarvie, Winchburgh, Broxburn, EH52 6QA.

The information required is as follows: 

· name of pony

· name of owner 

· day entered 

· class no.’s entered 

· a brief history of the ponies' winnings.

Tweetie requires this information to be sent to her by the beginning of July.
 Renewal of Membership for 2005

Reminders have been sent out to all 2004 members who had not renewed their membership before mid March.  

The 2005 cut off date has now passed and any renewals will be regarded as new membership applications with a levy of £5 as well as the relevant membership fee.

The Committee is continuing to apply dual rate charges to all entry fees as a benefit to Members and anyone entering four classes or more in any one year, at any of our shows or other events, will benefit financially from becoming an NPS Scotland Member.

Of course there are many other equally important benefits of being a Member – 

· Entitlement to vote

· Regular Newsletters, Show Schedules and Entry Forms sent automatically

· Annual social events calendar

· Preferential rates at other events

· Eligibility to qualify and compete at NPS Scotland

Championship Finals

Please encourage your friends to join.  Membership application forms will be sent out to all non-members who request a schedule for the Summer Show from the Secretary. Forms are also available from any Committee Member.
NPS Scotland Website

NPS Scotland has its own website – www.npsscotland.co.uk

If any members wish to advertise a stallion at stud, a pony for sale (or wanted!), tack for sale, etc, this can go on the website for a fee of £10.00 to include a photograph.

Committee Member Gail Whittaker is NPS Scotland's contact for the website and Gail will be more than happy to collect information and material for inclusion on the site.  Please contact Gail in the first instance on 01387 750511 for more details.

Amongst other items of interest on the website, you can download our various show schedules and entry forms.

NPS Scotland Summer Show
The NPS Scotland Summer Show will be held on Saturday, 11th June within Strathallan Estate, Auchterarder.  The schedule is enclosed with this Newsletter and your attention is drawn to the closing date – FRIDAY 20th MAY 2005. No entries will be accepted after this date, however, entries will be taken on the day at a 50% surcharge.  Entries on the day must be paid by cash or cheque with a current bankers card.
Alongside our Class Prize money sponsors, Rotherwood Furniture Limited, we are delighted to introduce Mane Hairdressing, Dundee who have very kindly sponsored the Overall Riding/Hunter Pony Championship; and The Hibberd Family, West Kilbride who have very kindly sponsored the Overall Championship Under Saddle.  
The Royal Lancashire Agricultural Society have decided not to hold this championship in 2005.  
In the second working hunter ring we will be running a clear round course during the day. We hope you will utilise this opportunity as we intend to incorporate this back into a working hunter competition ring for 2006.
We look forward to welcoming members both old and new to our flasgship event and hope this is a very successful showing weekend for both the NPS and the BSPS 
Stewards Required
As always, we require a great number of Stewards to assist with the smooth running of our Summer Show.  

If you are available to assist – for however short or long a period of time – please can you contact the NPS Scotland Secretary, Alicia Hay, as soon as possible.  Should you not have much experience of stewarding, please don’t be put off – you will be teamed up with someone ‘in the know’!

It is continual re-iteration, but stewards are the mainstay of any show or event and without such helpers, we cannot run efficiently.  Alicia looks forward to receiving your calls!

NPS Scotland Ridden and WHP Competitions

Pat Rennie continues to organise the NPS Scotland Ridden and WHP Competitions.

In 2005, we are once again grateful to Kilmannan Stud for sponsoring the Novice M&M Ridden Championship; Baileys Horse Feeds for sponsoring the Open M&M Ridden Championship and The Countryside Alliance for their sponsorship of the M&M Open Working Hunter Pony Championship.

As you will all be aware by now, our Scottish Finals this year will be held at the Bowmore Blair Atholl International Horse Trials on Friday, 26th August.  The Horse Trials are a wonderful event and well worth a visit – either to compete in our Finals or just to spectate.  Either way, you will be faced with wall-to-wall equestrian-related shopping as well as being able to watch the 3 Day Event Dressage Phase and BSJA showjumping.

The Event Director, Sarah Phillips, and her staff at the Bowmore Blair Atholl Horse Trials Office have again been extremely accommodating towards NPS Scotland and for this we are extremely grateful.  We have attempted to timetable the day so that no clashes of classes will occur, so fingers crossed…!  

Judges for the finals are as follows:

NPS Scotland/Kilmannan Stud M&M Novice Ridden Pony of the Year Championship – Mrs Z Snape, Northfield House, Bancyffordd, Llandysul, Carmarthen

NPS Scotland/Baileys Horse Feeds M&M Open Ridden Pony of the Year Championship – Mr ADC Hinde, Becca Farm, Aberford, Leeds

NPS Scotland/Scottish Countryside Alliance M&M Open Working Hunter Pony of the Year Championship – Mrs CM Nelson, Trows Cottage, Kelso, Roxubrghshire (Conf) and Mrs FM Cameron, Hillhead Farm, Lilliesleaf, Melrose (Jump)

Many shows throughout the season host qualifiers for these Finals and details are given in the various show schedules.  If you are, however, in any doubt about participating shows, please contact Pat Rennie on 01360 660481.  Can Members please be reminded of the tightening up of the NPS Scotland Rules regarding qualification.  They are:
1).  Ponies may only qualify once for each NPS Scotland Competition Final.  Failure to adhere to this rule will result in disqualification from the Final.

2).   Entry for the Finals can only be made by sending the official card duly signed by the Judge at the time of qualifying with your entry form.

3).  Qualification can go as far down the line as necessary.

4).  For the Novice Final only – ponies must wear a snaffle bridle to qualify and must not have won a 1st in an Open M&M or breed class prior to January 1st 2005.

5).  The exhibitor must be or become a member of NPS Scotland before entering the Final.

It is hoped the Finals will be well supported – what a wonderful shop window and opportunity we shall have at Blair to introduce many people to our various Native Breeds.

From our Scottish Competitions Organiser

The 2005 qualifiers are well under way this season with plenty of ‘tear off’ strips coming through my letter box but, there is some good news & some bad news.

The good news is we have several new shows joining us this year. The Highland & Native Show at Aviemore 29th May, United East Lothian 2nd July but PLEASE NOTE they have a mistake in their schedule, they cannot award Kilmannan Novice rosettes as they don’t have Novice classes! The Caledonian R.C. Show 24th July, Turriff 31st July and Grantown on 11th August.

The bad news for all our WHP competitors is that The Horse of the Year Show say that we don’t have enough competitors in Scotland to warrant us having a ‘Special Invitation’ for our WHP Final Winners – we have appealed to them to reconsider but to no avail.  Please see the letter below from Jane Williams of Grandstand Media regarding this.

If anyone would like a complete list of the qualifiers please contact me.

Please remember to keep on sending me the ‘tear off’ slips from your qualifying cards.
Could I at this point thank everyone that sent me get well cards and best wishes while I was in hospital.

The nurses and I were quite overwhelmed by the volume, I had so many Liz had to keep taking a batch home, to make room for the new ones. 

                     Pat Rennie 

HOYS WHP Qualifier at Blair Castle Horse Trials

As you all know, in the past we have been given a 'special' invitation for the winners of the various height sections from our NPS Scotland/Scottish Countryside Alliance WHP Championship to compete at HOYS in the autumn.  Unfortunately, this year this invitation has been withdrawn and it was thought it to be prudent to print it in full as an explanation to our various competitors.

Dear Alicia

Thank you for forwarding a copy of the letter from Mr McGregor regarding the special invitation for M&M WHP qualifier.  I apologise for not responding sooner, but I did not receive the original letter sent on 31st January.

I fully understand the comments made in Mr McGregor's letter, but please appreciate our position regarding the allocation of these, and in fact, all HOYS qualifiers.  We are always inundated with requests from shows to host our qualifiers, demand always greatly exceeding the number we are able to supply.  It is impossible to accommodate all the requests we receive.

The total number of M&M WHP's forward to HOYS in each section is 17.  In 2004, we allocated to only 16 shows and with the 'special invitation' classes this gave us 17 forward to go to HOYS, which is our maximum number forward.

Last year, out of the 17 places, 3 were allocated to Scotland, leaving only 14 qualifiers for allocation throughout England and Wales.  We could not justify again this year granting 3 places to Scotland, when in comparison with other qualifiers the entries are very low.  We felt in fairness to all that these places should be moved to a show more accessible to all which will attract more entries.

I am extremely sorry we are unable to reverse our decision this year, but hope that you can understand how extremely difficult (and often impossible) it is to accommodate all requests.

Yours sincerely

Jane Williams

Olympia Qualifier at Bowmore Blair Castle Horse Trials

In addition to our Scottish Finals, NPS Scotland has been awarded an Olympia Qualifier to also be held at Blair Atholl on 26th August in conjunction with our NPS Scotland Finals. 

This Olympia Qualifier will commence at 9.00am prompt and the Judge will be Mrs Z Snape, Northfield House, Bancyffordd, Llandysul, Carmarthen

Should you require a schedule and entry form, please contact Bowmore Blair Castle International Horse Trials, Atholl Estates Office, Blair Atholl, Perthshire, PH18 5 TH.

Tel: 01796 481543

Email info@blairhorsetrials.co.uk
Any Suggestions?

Many of our members are non-showing members and we would like to include more in our annual programme of events for you to participate in, whether they be social or things where ponies and horses are involved.  If you have any suggestions, PLEASE can you drop a note to Alicia and we'll see if we can get things organised.

For Sale/Wanted:
Wanted:  
Fylde ‘Emma’ 14 ½”/15” Saddle or similar to suit Welsh A for Lead Rein and WH classes.  Tel: 01577 863284
For sale:  Black Dartmoor Pony Whitmore Cyclops by Whitmore Arbutus.  13hh, 17 years old.  A fun pony, well schooled (was in the Blairhill Dartmoor Musical Rides).  A good companion, but happy on his own.  Is sound, but for light riding only.  Not a first pony.  Has a new passport.  £400 or offers.  A good home is the most important.  Contact: Sara Lean, Blairhill Dartmoors, Rumbling Bridge, Kinross, KY13 0PU.  Tel: 01259 781430

For long term loan/may sell: Rosevale Hill Breeze by Rosevale Hill Spring out of Coed Coch Hill Story.  13.2hh, 11year old grey gelding.  Suit lightweight mother and daughter.  Has low grade cushings syndrome, therefore private knowledgeable home wanted for this well mannered and talented pony.  References required.  Tel: Una Beaumont 01337 870397

For long term loan/may sell: Crown Prince by Whiteleaze Mikado.  16hh, 13 year old chestnut gelding.  Riding horse with great presence, movement and manners.  To remain at present home near Arbroath or to knowledgeable private home.  References required.  Tel: Una Beaumont 01337 870397

Diary Dates
JUNE 11 

NPS Scotland Summer Show, Strathallan Estate

AUGUST 26 

Bowmore Blair Atholl Horse Trials, Blair Atholl - NPS Scotland Ridden & WHP Finals and Olympia Qualifier

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER (Date TBC) 

NPS/RDA Fun Show, Summerston, Glasgow

SEPTEMBER 26 

Picnic Pleasure Ride, Location TBC

OCTOBER  

SWPCA Dinner Dance, Perth

NOVEMBER 19 

Youngstock Show, Devon EC, Fishcross

Showing Weekend 

Strathallan Castle,

 Auchterarder
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NPS Scotland Summer Show

Saturday 11 June

M&M, Part-Breds, Riding Ponies & Hunter Ponies In-Hand, BSPS Show Ponies & SHP, Olympia & HOYS M&M Qualifiers, NPS Champs Qualifiers

Schedules (SAE please) from: Mrs Alicia Hay, Blairview, Milnathort, Kinross, KY13 0SF  Tel: 07970 816416 or download from: www.npsscotland.co.uk
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BSPS Summer Championship Show

Sunday 12 June

Novice SP, SHP & WHP, Novice & Open Heritage M&M Ridden & WHP, Riding Horse & Hunter, Ridden Partbred & Anglo Arab Classes, Coloureds.  HOYS Qualifiers. 

C5 SAE to: Miss Fiona Reed, Bankhead, Puddledub, Auchtertool, Fife, KY2 5XA Tel: 01592 872717
Numerous Classes at both shows for Non-Members

NPS Scotland Office Bearers and Committee Members

Contact List

We are here to run your society so, please let us have your thoughts and suggestions on how to improve this Society for your interests.  Following are the full Committee.  Should you have any queries, ideas or suggestions, they are waiting to hear from YOU!

Chairman 

Mr H Scott McGregor 

Ballinton, Thornhill, By Stirling  

FK8 3QL

Tel: 01786 850219

Mobile: 07866 775180

Vice Chairman

Mrs MC Nimmo
 

Duntarvie, Winchburgh, Broxburn,

EH52 6QA  Tel: 01506 834331

Treasurer

Mr WR Ireland

Kilmannan Farm, Auchineden Estate,

Blanefield, By Glasgow, G63 9AX

Tel: 01360 770815

wireland@kilmannan.demon.co.uk

Secretary

Mrs Alicia Hay

Blairview, Milnathort, Kinross  

KY13 0SF

Tel: 07970 816416

Email secretary@npsscotland.co.uk

Committee (listed alphabetically)

Mr David Hibberd,
Bridge House, Meadowfoot Road, West Kilbride, Ayrshire, KA23 9BX

Tel: 01294 823095
Miss Peggy Jardine Paterson, Nether Gask, Auchterarder, Perthshire PH3 1HP

Tel: 01738 73034
Mr Angus Kidd,
The Cottage, The Crossing, Inchyra, Glencarse, By Perth, PH2 7LT

Tel: 01738 860655
Mrs Joan McCallum
Kintyre Lodge, High Corton Road, Ayr, KA6 6BY

Tel: 01292 442738
Mrs Jane McNaught,
Netherbrae, 30 Burn Road, Darvel, Ayrshire, KA17 0DB

Tel: 01560 320366

Miss Pat Rennie,
Lomondside Stud, Buchannan Home Farm, Drymen G63 0HU

Tel: 01360 660481  info@lomondsidestud.co.uk

Mrs Gail Whitaker,
Hollandbush, Brasswell, Dumfries, DG1 4PH

Tel: 01387 750711

Mrs Sue Williamson,
Wilbram, Justinhaugh, By Forfar, Angus, DD8 3SD

Tel: 01307 860263

****************************
Performance Competition Organiser

· Mrs Barbara Darling


Forresters Cottage


Leaston Farm


Humbie


East Lothian EH36 5PD


Tel: 01875 833341


















