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NPS Scotland

                                                                   January 2006
The official Newsletter of the National Pony Society – Scotland       

A report from Scott McGregor prior to his departure to Australia.
This newsletter last year I wrote while waiting at Glasgow Airport on a flight to Australia.  Well this year I am sitting in the kitchen of my new property called Jolley Farm situated 30km East of a town called Pakenham – It in itself is approx. 1 hour from Melbourne airport.


The Scottish Finals held for the second of a three year trial period at Blair Castle I believe were most successful and I should wish that all of you who competed or were there as spectators would agree.  We may have a further final or two next year for In Hand M & M and Riding Ponies, and if this has been possible to arrange  - I am sure there will be news regarding theses two new competitions elsewhere in the newsletter.


Our Young Stock Show in November has certainly improved in competitor numbers.  Hence, we had a marked increase of  entries this year, which is in no small way attributed to the generous  injection of prize money by Rotherwood Furniture Limited  and others.  The best way to keep any event successful is for you, the competitors who took part to tell 
your  friends and encourage them to come out and show next year.


The Quiz night held in The Lion & the Unicorn, Thornhill was a CRACKING night, all credit and  thanks to our Quiz Master, Neil Bowser for his high injection of humour.  Those of you how did not make it that night – well it was your loss!  I do hope somebody local can take this on next year when I shall not be around to do it any longer.  Best wishes to the organisers of the other quiz nights – go and support them, you will surprise your self how enjoyable they are and you will be helping the Scottish NPS funds at the same time.

Your Committee held two meetings a fortnight apart in November, the same as the previous year.  This we find works well and saves people travelling out a long distance in late January or February when weather and roads can have adverse conditions.  All is well organised for the Spring and Summer Shows, as is the Lunch prior to the AGM on Sunday 26th February in Kinross.  I shall look forward to meeting you there – DIARY IT,  DON’T MISS IT!


Finally I hope you and all your ponies are surviving winter and I should like to wish all a good New Year, and success to you all in the show rings for 2006.

           Scott McGregor (Chairman)
Tweetie Nimmo elected Chairman
At the end of the  last Committee meeting on the 29th November, Scott McGregor resigned from the position as Chairman before his departure to Australia on 30th November.  Tweetie Nimmo was elected Chairman by the committee until the AGM. This enables Tweetie, Chairman of NPS Scotland, to attend and vote at NPS Council meetings on behalf of NPS Scotland.  Scott still remains on the Committee and is returning for the AGM.
NPS Scotland AGM 2006
The fifth NPS Scotland Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday, 26th February 2006 within the Green Hotel, Kinross.  

Similar to last year, the day will take the form of a pre-season lunch and get-together at 12 noon, followed by the presentation of the Performance Awards.  The AGM will follow at about 2.30pm.

Members are welcome to attend either the lunch and/or the AGM as separate functions, although the Committee anticipate that most will want to support both.  Friends and family will be most welcome to attend the lunch, although the AGM is open to NPS Scotland Members only.

Lunch tickets must be pre-paid and the cost this year will be £15.00, the same as last year.  Please complete the enclosed form and include a stamped addressed envelope with you application for the return of your tickets.

Any raffle prize donations will be gratefully received on the day.

Membership Renewal

All members are reminded that their membership of NPS Scotland is due for renewal on 1st January 2006.  Please complete the enclosed Membership Renewal form when returning your subscription.

Membership rates have been retained at the level set in 2000 at the inception of NPS Scotland.

Anyone not renewing membership by the end of March 2006 will be deemed to be a lapsed member and be liable to pay the joining fee in addition to their annual membership to cover administration costs.

Please remember that your membership does represent good value for money, especially when you take into consideration the concessions available on entry fees.  As well as the obvious financial benefits that you receive as a member, others include the fact that you are eligible to compete in NPS Scotland competitions and finals, receive regular newsletters, participate in our other events and activities,   and automatically receive our various show schedules.

2006 NPS Scotland Membership rates are as follows:

NPS National Members
£10.00

NPS Scotland only

£15.00

NPS Scotland Associate
£10.00

Joining Fee

£5.00

Members please note the your 2006 Membership Card will be posted out to you with your March Newsletter and Programme of Events for 2006.

If you have any queries, please contact Alicia Hay.

Working Hunter Clinic

NPS Scotland and the BSPS Scottish Branch have combined to run jointly a WHP Clinic at Strathearn Eventing, Bachilton, Methven, By Perth on Friday 7th April 2006.  Sarah Houlden (formerly England) will instruct at the clinic who has a wealth of experience and knowledge in competiting and teaching.


We would ideally like to have groups of 4 in an 1 – 1½ hr session.  The groups will be tailored according to the requirements of the applicants.  The cost for NPS Scotland Members will be £15 per session.  This is being substantially underwritten by NPS Scotland for our members.


If you would like to take up this opportunity of excellent tuition to start off your season, please forward a cheque to the Secretary, Alicia Hay before 14th February 2006.  If we do not have sufficient interest by that date, we will regrettably have to cancel this training.

If anyone travelling a distance wished to stay over, Strathearn Eventing are holding a Jump Cross competition on Sunday 9th April with classes starting from  2’.
Committee Nominations

The following Committee members of NPS Scotland have just completed their first term of office, and are all eligible to stand for re-election - Pat Rennie, Sue Williamson, and Joan McCallum.

This year following the AGM, the committee co-opted for one year, Jane McNaught and Claire Brown onto the Committee.  They are also both eligible to stand for election for this term of office.

Regrettably, Gus Kidd resigned from the committee in September due to a new post in his professional life.
If you would like to join the Committee, nominations are now sought from fully paid up members of NPS Scotland.  The nomination form requires to be signed by a proposer and a seconder, both of whom must also be NPS Scotland members, plus a brief personal profile. This will be used in the event of more candidates being nominated than there are vacancies available. In this situation a voting paper will be drawn up and sent out to all members, with a return date to an independent scrutineer. The results of the ballot will be announced at the AGM. 
Prospective candidates should complete the enclosed form and return it duly signed to the Secretary on or before the deadline of 12 noon on Monday 30th January. 

Scottish Equine Breeders Association – Breeding Day
This will be held at Ingliston House, on Saturday 18th February 2006 with Dr Tim Watson. The topics will be:- An overview of breeding methods; Mare through oestrus/pregnancy; Pre-breeding assessment of stallion/mare; Collection/evaluation/freezing/

chilling of semen; Embryo transfer.

Tickets are strictly limited.  Contact Mrs Irene McKenzie:01337 870243

Prize Draw

To encourage Members to re-join NPS Scotland prior to the AGM, we will once again be having a prize draw.

The names of all fully paid up Members by 26th February will be entered into a prize draw with the lucky winner being presented with a mixed case of wine.

The draw will take place at the AGM, but don’t panic if your name is drawn out and you are not present – it will be in safe keeping until arrangements can be made for it to be delivered to you or collected from a convenient point.
If a free case of wine sounds tempting, remember to renew your membership now!

Performance Awards

As already stated, the various winners of the NPS Scotland Performance Award Scheme will be announced at the AGM.

To encourage as many competitors as possible to return their cards, our Awards Scheme Organiser, Barbara Darling, has kindly sponsored two lunch tickets for 26th  February.  Everyone who returns their card will be entered into a draw.  The winners of these tickets will be notified prior to the Lunch.  So if you haven’t got your card returned to Barbara get it in the  first class post and you might get a free lunch !!
Enclosed is your entry form for the 2006 Performance Scheme.  
If you do not use this competition yourself do remember that it is open to non-members.  Please pass it on and spread the word to help promote the performance recognition of all our native breeds.

Winter Quiz Series

Roweena Provan is kindly hosting a Quiz Night on February 22 at the Balgeddie Toll Tavern, Scotlandwell, By Kinross.

Barbara Darling is kindly hosting a Quiz Night on February 15 at The Goblin Ha’, Gifford, East Lothian.

It is hoped that these popular evenings will be well supported, not just by members, but by family and friends.  They are excellent evenings and a lot of fun.  

The questions will be based on general knowledge – sometimes rather obscure general knowledge! – and there are a few equine questions, so everyone is most welcome.  The usual format for the evenings are to answer some questions, break for supper and then resume with some more questions prior to the prizegiving and raffle.

Start times and supper prices vary with each venue.  To enter a Quiz Evening, please contact Roweena Provan on 01577 830777 or Barbara Darling on 01875 833341.  

Spring Show

Schedules for the NPS Scotland Spring Show to be held on 1st  April at Devon Equestrian Centre will be sent out to all members with their membership package in early March.

Confirmed Judges to date are as follows:

Mrs G M McMurray – M&M Open Ridden, First Ridden, and Lead Rein. 
Mrs G M McMurray – Highland Ponies In Hand

Mrs E Claxton – M&M Novice Ridden
Mr A R Bell – PB In Hand/Ridden, Picton Novice Ridden, Eriskay and Coloureds

Mrs K Scott – M&M In Hand

Mrs M C Nimmo – RP/HP/Hunter Youngstock

Mrs C Frith & Mrs S Brooks – M&M Novice and Open WHP

Summer Show

We shall once again be returning to the beautiful setting of Strathallan Castle for our Summer Championship Show on 10th June.

This year HOYS have taken over the administration and running of the M & M WHP qualifiers in place of the NPS.  This will also mean that qualifiers follow the rules of HOYS instead of the NPS.  We have applied to continue with this qualifier, but to date, HOYS have not notified any of the qualifers.  

The Scottish Countryside Alliance Open Working Hunter Pony section will also be a new qualifier for the NPS Area 25 Open Working Hunter Pony Championship to be held at the NPS Summer Championship Show.

We will again be joining forces with BSPS Scotland and running our Summer Shows back-to-back over the same weekend.  This seemed to work very well for both societies.  
Judges to date are as follows:

Jean Connell  – Highland Ponies In Hand

Pat Renwick – M&M In Hand, Shetland Ponies In Hand, and Ffrethi Intermediate Ridden

Fiona Cameron – Connemara Ponies In Hand and BSPS Section.
Richard Miller – Welsh Ponies In Hand, Part Breds In Hand

Mrs G Sabin – Olympia Qualifier, Kilmannan Novice Ridden Qualifier

Robin Avery – Picton Novice Ridden, Soigne Home Produced M&M, M&M Open Ridden National Summer Champs Qualifier

Sheila Clark – Elite Home Produced Qualifier, Open WHP

Kathleen Scott – M&M LR/FR/Junior Ridden, Open WHP

Steven Strang – M & M Open WHP

Evelyn Aitken – PB Under Saddle

Roweena Provan and Joanna McInnes – M&M Novice, HOYS and Nursery WHP 
Mrs A J C Campbell – Scottish Open Ridden Qualifier (Baileys), Riding Pony and Hunter Pony In Hand

Exciting new addition to the NPS Scotland Competitions for 2006
NPS Scotland will be adding an In Hand Championship to their existing series of Kilmannan Novice Ridden and Bailey’s Open Ridden Championships and the Scottish Countryside Alliance Working Hunter Pony Championship,  with the Finals all being held at the Bowmore Blair Castle Horse Trials on Friday 25th August.  There will also be an Olympia Qualifier held at this event.

The Committee felt that as we have such an excellent venue for our championships at Blair Castle International Horse Trials that now was the right time for us to introduce an In Hand Championship Final.  The Mountain and Moorland In Hand Championship will be kindly sponsored by Scott McGregor while David Hibberd has generously given the equivalent for the Riding and Hunter Ponies In Hand Championship.

This development provides a Scottish Championship for all the breeds which are encompassed by the National Pony Society, something the Committee of NPS Scotland have been aiming to do since its fruition.  
We are grateful to our existing sponsors for their continued support of these competitions – Kilmannan Stud for the Novice Ridden, Baileys Horse Feeds for the Open Ridden and The Scottish Countryside Alliance for the Working Hunter Pony. 
Details of shows holding qualifiers will be circulated with the Programme of Events in the March Newsletter.

Judges for the Finals at Blair Atholl are as follows:

Mr M Northam – Bailey’s Open Ridden Championship

Mrs L B Hillard - Olympia Qualifying Round and Kilmannan Novice Ridden Championship

Alan Robertson and Dougal Dick – Scottish Countryside Alliance Working Hunter Pony Championship

Mr Alan Robertson – In Hand Championship
SHOW STEWARDS, COMMENTATORS, AND ALL HELPERS

I feel that the stewards, car parking people, course building assistants, commentators, hospitality helpers, and all those other kind volunteers who give up long days, and travel long distances all  to help with the running of NPS Scotland shows, competitions, social events, and the like deserve an enormous thank you at this point. There is no doubt that we could not operate without their astounding support – 

Thank You.       Alicia Hay
Help – Stabling required for 9 & 10 June 
We would like to hear from anyone who can offer overnight stabling around the Auchterarder, Perth and the Stirling area for competitors coming to the NPS/BSPS Summer Shows.  
Please contact the Secretary with the details.
NPS Scotland Youngstock Show

We had a very successful Youngstock Show on 19th November despite the cold weather.  Sadly we lost some competitors to the icy roads and cold weather.  Thankfully Devon Equestrian Centre defrosted enough to allow us to continue with the show – all the toilets, water pipes and entrance to the arena were frozen first thing in the morning.  The day ran smoothly and thanks must be made to our generous sponsors – Rotherwood Furniture Limited, Ballinton Stud, Kilmannan Stud and Fourmerk Stud.  Undoubtedly, their support is allowing this show to  develop and grow.  Thanks also to our various stewards, commentator and general helpers.

Highland. Judge; S Clark. Champion –Jasminedene, S&M McGregor; Reserve – Fourmerk Royal Scott, S&M McGregor. 

Shetland. Judge: S Clark. Champion – Mawcarse Elsa, J Murray; Reserve –Eynhallow Bloom, J&B Laing. 

Mountain & Moorland. Judge; S Clark. Champion – Kilmannan Black Magic; Reserve –Tiercel Snowdrop, C Singer. 

Light Horse. Judge: P Stirling. Champion – Fyrefly; Reserve – Lynnbank Arianne, L&N Reid. 

Coloured. Judge: P Stirling. Champion – Doyal Cochise; Reserve – Puddledub Terronimo, L McDonald. 

Riding & Hunter Ponies. Judge: P Stirling. Champion – Rotherwood Pavarotti; Reserve – Doylan Cochise. 
Overall Champions of the Show – Overall Championship. Judges: S Clark, Haddington & P Stirling, Lauder. Champion – Rotherwood Pavarotti, M Robertson & C Brown; Reserve –. Kilmannan Black Magic, W Ireland. Champion Yearling – Fyrefly, L Sheridan; Reserve - Doylan Cochise, Tullibardine Stud. Champion Foal – Grand Design, Mr&Mrs Brash; Reserve – Bracklinn Stella, Messrs Smith. Best Welsh Foal – Pedstra Lucy Glitters, M Nicoll; Reserve –Glenbrae Sinatra, J Borthwick.
Olympia Finalists

Our two Scottish ponies competing at Olympia in the Final of the NPS Baileys Horse Feeds Ridden Mountain and Moorland Championship did extremely well.  
Bill Ireland’s Dales Pony, Village Defender ridden by Richard Telford was Reserve Champion and Anne Mitchell’s Dunedin May Rose ridden by Chris Macmillan was 3rd.    
This success for Bill Ireland added to an already remarkable record at Olympia.  This is the 6th pony Bill has qualified for Olympia in the past 10 years, having been Champion in 2002, Reserve Champion and 3rd on previous occasions. 
Dunedin May Rose also won the award for the best pony owned and bred by the exhibitor for the large breeds.  Having qualified at the NPS Scotland summer Show, she has had a great season being Champion at the Royal Highland, Blair Castle and Open Ridden Champion at Ponies (UK).

Judges were Fiona Cameron and Ann Berryman-Horne and full results were as follows:

Champion – J Webb’s Bunowen Castle Ri (Connemara)

Reserve – W R Ireland’s Village Defender

3rd  A Mitchell’s Dunedin May Rose (Highland)

4th S Page’s Floreat Angie  (Section D)

5th A Wheatcroft & J James’s Sydenham Forget-Me-Knot (Welsh D) 

6th Wayland Stud’s Wayland Cranberry  ( New Forest)
Best of Breed:

Connemara – J Webb’s Bunowen Castle Ri
Dales – W R Ireland’s Village Defender
Dartmoor – F Harrison’s Shilstone Rocks Snowfox
Exmoor – M William’s Dramway Miss Pippin
Fell – T Capstick’s Heltondale Misty IV

Highland – A Mitchell’s Dunedin May Rose

New Forest – Wayland Stud’s Wayland Cranberry
Shetland – L Buchanan-Jackson’s Dryknowl Ennar
Welsh A – K Lloyd’s Mynyddtarren The Maverick
Welsh B – J Barton’s Anri Piccolo
Welsh C – C Gibb’s Rhyd-Ddu Glyndwr
Welsh D – S Page’s Floreat Angie
Rotherwood Furniture Limited continue sponsorship into 2006
The generous class sponsorship package from Rotherwood Furniture limited extends for the Spring, Summer and Youngstock Shows for 2006.  We are most grateful for this continued support of NPS Scotland.

Insurance Changes for 2006
In previous years we have paid for insurance a very reasonable rate for our three shows.  From 1st January 2006 we are now required to list all our shows, events, AGM, Quiz Nights etc, so that they can all be covered by a annual insurance fee.  This fee is a  50% plus increase for NPS Scotland on our 2005 insurance bill.  
Diary Dates 2005

February 15 – NPS Scotland Quiz Night, The Goblin Ha, Gifford, East Lothian

Contact: Barbara Darling 01875 833341

February 22 – NPS Scotland Quiz Night, Balgeddie Toll, Kinross. Contact: Roweena Provan 01577 830777
February 26 - NPS Scotland Annual General Meeting, The Green Hotel, Kinross

April 1 – NPS Scotland Spring Show, Devon Equestrian Centre, Fishcross.
April 7 – NPS/BSPS Working Hunter Clinic.  Strathearn Eventing, Methven, Perth.  Contact Secretary for details.
June 10 – NPS Scotland Summer Championship Show, Strathallan Castle, Auctherarder

August 25 – NPS Scotland Finals, Bowmore Blair Castle Horse Trials, Blair Atholl

Date TBC – NPS  Dinner Dance, Queen’s Hotel, Perth

November 19 – NPS Scotland Youngstock Show, Devon Equestrian Centre, Fishcross

NPS Scotland Office Bearers and Committee Members

Contact List

We are here to run your society so, please let us have your thoughts and suggestions on how to improve this Society for your interests.  Following are the full Committee.  Should you have any queries, ideas or suggestions, they are waiting to hear from YOU!

Chairman 
Mrs MC Nimmo
 

Duntarvie, Winchburgh, Broxburn,

EH52 6QA 

Tel: 01506 834331

Treasurer
Mr WR Ireland
Kilmannan Farm, Auchineden Estate, Blanefield, By Glasgow, G63 9AX

Tel: 01360 770815

wireland@kilmannan.demon.co.uk

Secretary
Mrs Alicia Hay

Blairview, Milnathort, Kinross  

KY13 0SF

Tel: 07970 816416

Email secretary@npsscotland.co.uk

Committee (listed alphabetically)
· Mr David Hibberd, Bridge House, Meadowfoot Road, West Kilbride, Ayrshire, KA23 9BX

Tel: 01294 823095

· Miss Peggy Jardine Paterson, Nether Gask, Auchterarder, Perthshire PH3 1HP

Tel: 01738 730346

· Mrs Joan McCallum, Kintyre Lodge, High Corton Road, Ayr, KA6 6BY

Tel: 01292 442738

· Mr H Scott McGregor 
      Ballinton, Thornhill, By Stirling
      FK8 3QL

· Mrs Jane McNaught, Netherbrae, 30 Burn Road, Darvel, Ayrshire, KA17 0DB

Tel: 01560 320366

· Miss Pat Rennie, Lomondside Stud, Buchannan Home Farm, Drymen G63 0HU

Tel: 01360 660481  info@lomondsidestud.co.uk

· Mrs Gail Whitaker, Hollandbush, Brasswell, Dumfries, DG1 4PH

Tel: 01387 750711

· Mrs Sue Williamson, Wilbram, Justinhaugh, By Forfar, Angus, DD8 3SD

Tel: 01307 860263

****************************
Performance Competition Organiser

· Mrs Barbara Darling


Bankhead


Leaston Farm


Humbie


East Lothian EH36 5PD


Tel: 01875 833341



















