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Chairman’s Report
From Scott McGregor

I would like to take this opportunity, in our very own NPS Scotland Newsletter, to say to you all, what an honour and privilege I feel it is that your Committee elected me as your Chairman for the year 2003 / 2004.

We are now, as you will be aware, in our second year as NPS Scotland with our own Members. I have been on the Committee all the way through the transition, from the Scottish Committee of the NPS to National Pony Society Scotland, and it was certainly not all plain sailing. Mostly constitutional problems – I am now glad to report that the final full stop (yes, full stop .) was approved by the Council of NPS Head Office at Alton on 9th March 2003.

I would like to convey my own personal thanks to Dougal Dick and Steven Strang, Chairman and Treasurer respectively of the old Committee, for their high level of guidance throughout that period of time leading up to National Pony Society Scotland’s formation. Also to Steven, for piloting the new ship through it’s maiden voyage last year.

You, the Members, have given myself and my Vice Chairman, Rowena Provan, a Committee with an excellent variety of personal skills to offer. They all work very hard, both ‘in camera’ and out and I know the best reward they can have is for you the Members to support the events organised for you, whether it be a show, Forest Pleasure Ride, Orienteering, Lunch or a winter Quiz Night.

Since being elected Chairman on 12 February, we have held two Committee Meetings with the next one taking place in May and by the time you read this, I will have attended the NPS AGM and two Council Meetings.

We have also had a very enjoyable lunch at the Huntingtower Hotel, Perth despite the numbers being fewer than in the first year. We are looking into an earlier date and possible amalgamation with another event in our calendar, for next year.

Our Spring Show has already passed – how the year flies in, and plans are well advanced for the Summer Show at the new venue of Strathallan Castle, as is the structuring of the new Show to be held in the north on 13th July at Faraway Riding and Recreation Centre, Forgue, Huntly.

I wish everyone enjoyment and success in whatever events they take part in.

Social Group Report

(Irreverently christened

‘The Tea & Buns Committee’)

From Liz Claxton
We have been very active in the past year, with quite a few get togethers.  

A Dinner Dance at Gartwhinzean in the autumn, two very successful quiz nights - one in the West kindly organised by Jane McNaught at very short notice and another at Thornhill, Stirling arranged  by Scott McGregor.  Both were very well attended and much enjoyed.  We have decided not to have a final as you are all so busy at this time of year.  
The start of season lunch at Huntingtower Hotel in Perth on 16th March was attended by 38 members and friends.  Very generous raffle prizes were donated and resulted in a sizeable  boost to NPS Scotland funds.
We are always pleased to receive suggestions from members with suggestions for events. Please do remember that your guests are always most welcome.
   
Sponsorship &

Marketing Group

Report

From Bill Ireland

We would once again like to take the opportunity to thank all our sponsors for 2003, namely :-

· NFU Mutual Insurance

· Baileys Horse Feeds

· Scottish Countryside Alliance

· Kilmannan Stud

· Scottish Farmer

And of course all those members who sponsor classes at all our shows throughout the year.

We would like to point out that Baileys Horse Feeds are sponsoring our Scottish Open Ridden M & M Championship for the first time this year, replacing the previous Spillers competition. The rosettes etc. are in the Baileys familiar yellow & green colours. 

Please note that these qualifiers are not qualifiers for the ‘NPS /Baileys Horse Feeds Ridden Pony of the Year’ (Olympia) competition. The Scottish Competition Final will be held at the Scottish Horse Show at Kelso in August.

Qualifiers for Olympia will be held at the NPS Scotland Summer Show and Braco Show. In addition, the Champion of the NPS Scotland/ Baileys Horse Feeds Open Ridden M & M Final at the Scottish Horse Show will get the usual invitation to Olympia for the last time this year.

Equine Event Group

Report

From Kate Fraser
Our group has been busy behind the scenes planning for the remainder of this year’s shows as well as selecting judges for next year.

Preparations are well in hand now for our Summer Show in June. New qualifiers have meant that there will be more rings, judges and hopefully competitors to accommodate in a new showfield. We have tried to keep the timetable close to its previous successful formula, thus enabling most entrants to compete in as many classes as possible. With so many classes on offer, it is virtually impossible to avoid some clashes.

There are a few new sections introduced this year on a trial basis. Further details can be found later in this newsletter.

Ideas have also been discussed relating to the promotion of NPS Scotland, our Native Breeds, Riding and Hunter Ponies through a demonstration and display material. We will keep you informed of our progress.

Spring Show Results

Our Spring Show held at Devon Equestrian Centre on Saturday 5th April was blessed with the continued spell of fine weather. Early morning mist brought back memories of the Summer Show 2002, but thankfully cleared by the start of judging. Outdoor competitors benefited from the dry conditions.

Overall, the exhibitor numbers were increased from last year, although some sections were lacking in entries.

Congratulations to all the prizewinners on a successful outing. There is not space to list all the placings but the section winners were as follows:

Picton Novice Ridden Champion – LISHMAR COOL ABBEY (Pamela Brown); M&M F/R & L/R Mini Champion – ROSEISLE PANGELICA (Mrs D MacTaggart); RP/HP/Hunters Champion – ASHLANDS HOBGOBLIN (Miss L Kelbie & Mrs S Williamson); M&M In Hand (Youngstock) Champion – HAYLER’S JAZZ (Mr & Mrs C J Anderson); M&M In Hand (Adult) Champion – SPRINGWATER HAPPY DAY (Mr & Mrs C J Anderson); Shetland Champion – RICCARTON FLINT (Melissa Warren); Highland Champion – TRAILTROW TARANSAY (Gillian McMurray); Overall M&M In Hand Champion - SPRINGWATER HAPPY DAY (Mr & Mrs C J Anderson); Reserve - TRAILTROW TARANSAY (Gillian McMurray); M&M Novice WHP Champion – FYFEDENE (Mr H Scott McGregor); M&M Open WHP Champion – TROWAN CALLAN (Rose Macpherson); M&M Open Ridden Champion – KILMANNAN SAPPHIRE (Miss Nicola Gregory); M&M Novice Ridden Champion – ROSEISLE LEWIS (P Aitken); Registered Part Breds Champion – BRACON TAP DANCE ( Mrs M Nicoll); Eriskay Champion – HARDISTON COBWEB (Mrs Celia Harper Gow); Coloured / Spotted Champion – T P STARBUCK (Mr Alan Girdwood).

Many thanks to our hardworking judges, stewards and helpers for contributing to a successful day. Thank you also to all the individual class sponsors. Your generosity is much appreciated. They were –

Trailtrow Highland Pony Stud; Mrs Lynne Robertson; Jane-Ann Brydie; Renay Brown; Mrs M Foran; Lucy Poett; Fourmerk Stud; Betty Miller; Kincardine Highland Pony Stud; Anne McGregor; Beth McColl & Family; the Harvie Family; Clackmannanshire Riders Access Group; S Thomson; Mrs H Coward; Turin Hill Stud; Sara Lean; David Miller; Mr & Mrs J Findlay; Eriskay Pony Society; Eriskay Pony Society Member.

Still on sponsorship, we must also finally thank Eqvalan for a generous donation to distribute literature at the show. 

Renewal of Membership for 2003

The Secretary sent out reminders to all 2002 Members who had not renewed their membership before mid March.

Many Members left it to the last minute and sent in their subscription with their Spring Show entries, thus avoiding the additional cost of the Joining Fee. Unfortunately, the cut off date has now passed and any renewals will be regarded as new membership applications with a levy of £5 as well as the relevant membership fee.

The Committee is continuing to apply dual rate charges to all entry fees as a benefit to Members. Anyone entering four classes or more in any one year, at any of our shows or other events, will benefit financially from becoming an NPS Scotland Member.

Of course there are many other equally important benefits of being a Member – 

· Entitlement to vote

· Regular Newsletters, Show Schedules and Entry Forms sent automatically

· Annual social events calendar

· Preferential rates at other events

· Eligibility to qualify and compete at NPS Scotland

Championship Finals

Please encourage your friends to join, or consider giving a membership as a gift?

Membership application forms will be sent out to all non-members who request a schedule for the Summer Show from the Secretary. Forms are also available from any Committee Member.
Equine Orienteering

The next event on our calendar is the enjoyable and sociable Equine Orienteering Event. This year it will be held at Devilla Forest, Kincardine on Forth on Sunday 11th May.

It is a hack with a difference and the competitive element is not to be taken too seriously! Travel at your own pace and follow your own chosen route within the time set. Who is to know if you make a few mistakes? Ideal for ponies to take a break from showing, or those who relish a less formal approach to competing.

On the whole, members seem daunted by the necessity to map read, but those who have been brave enough to try in the past have returned glowing with enthusiasm and pride at successfully completing the course. No one has ever gone astray – yet! Find a partner and complete the enclosed Entry Form now. Closing date for entries is Thursday 8th May.

Summer Show

Everyone is looking forward to the Summer Show on Saturday 14th June at the new venue of Strathallan Castle Estate, Auchterarder, Perthshire. 

The schedule is enclosed with this Newsletter and your attention is drawn to the closing date. Unlike our Spring Show this year, there will be no opportunity to make a late entry, so please complete the Entry Form as soon as possible.

As well as the numerous regular qualifying classes, the NPS Scotland Committee has this year accepted to host a number of new Championship Qualifiers. These are

· British Riding Pony / Hunter Pony National Mini Lead Rein

· British Riding Pony / Hunter Pony Mini First Ridden

· M & M Open Ridden National Summer 

· M & M First Ridden WHP

In addition, for the Shetlands only, there is 

· Charlesland Native Breeds WHP

The Equine Focus Group have decided to try incorporating the successful Dressage Competition into the Summer Show Schedule. This year there are two Preliminary classes, one of which will be a Scottish Farmer Prelim Series Qualifier, the final to take place in 2004 at a venue and date to be decided.

For those whose ponies excel in performance classes we have introduced a Combined Training section. Ponies must compete in one dressage test and one nominated WHP class to be eligible for this section.

To be as inclusive as possible there is to be a new Novice M & M WHP section. Traditionally there have always been two Open WHP sections, but only one Novice restricted to ponies carrying a current Competition Record Card. Novice ponies who are not aimed at Malvern Championship Finals will this year have a chance to compete.

NPS Hunter Pony Breeding Championship

As you may be aware from equine press reports or word of mouth, NPS Head Office has changed the rules of this competition for 2003.

For the first time pure bred M & M ponies fully registered in their respective Breed Stud Books are not eligible to compete. Furthermore, owners of Registered Part Bred M & M’s should note that their animals are only eligible to compete if their respective Breed Society Passport is over-stamped (cost to NPS National Members £25, NPS Scotland Members & Others £40) by the NPS Stud Book. In other words, all ponies entering classes for this Championship must be registered in the NPS Riding Pony Stud Book, Register or Appendix and Part Breds are not eligible unless entered in the NPS Stud Book, Register or Appendix. 

Hopefully the situation is now clear to all potential competitors who are not Full National Members of NPS and therefore have not received a copy of the ‘Showing and Competition Rules 2003’. 

There are three qualifying shows in Scotland which will be affected by this rule change –


NPS Scotland Summer


The Royal Highland


Border Union

Remember, as a competitor it is your responsibility to check the eligibility of your exhibits.

These changes have come about as a direct result of pressure from Riding / Hunter Pony exhibitors who were unhappy about a few ponies being eligible to compete in both M&M sections and Hunter Pony Breeding. The rules may be revised if there is sufficient demand from exhibitors and Show Secretaries. If you feel you are penalised under the current rules and would wish the eligibility of this Championship to be more inclusive, you may address your views to The Secretary, NPS, Willingdon House, 102 High Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1EN.

Volunteer Stewards

A plea from the Committee

Required urgently, a few willing hands to assist at the Summer Show on Saturday 14th June. Don’t worry if you have little or no stewarding experience – we will pair you with an ‘old hand’ who will give some ‘on the job’ training. If you can spare half a day (or know someone who could) and would like to be involved instead of watching from the ringside, please contact the Secretary immediately. You will be rewarded with a buffet lunch on the day by way of a Thank You.

NFU Sponsorship

As reported in the previous Newsletter, NFU Mutual is our Title Sponsor for the Summer Show.

Enclosed with this Newsletter is a leaflet outlining the benefits of NFU Insurance, which hopefully will be of interest to members.

Leaflet distribution of this type is available to any related industry for a small fee which NPS Scotland uses to offset against the costs of printing and mailing Newsletters. Anyone who thinks they may know of a company who would wish to take advantage of such an opportunity should contact the Secretary with details.

Malvern Teams 2003

From Tweetie Nimmo

Would any NPS Scotland member who is competing at the NPS Summer Championships at Malvern and who would like to be considered for the Scottish Team, please notify myself by E mail (tweetienimmo@lineone.net) or letter.

The information required is -

· name of pony

· name of owner 

· day entered 

· class no.’s entered 

· a brief history of the ponies' winnings.

I would need this information by the first week in July.
 
Northern Show

Liz Claxton as Co-ordinator, Pat Burnie and other members of the newly formed NPS Northern Show Committee have been working exhaustively to put together this new show to be held on Sunday 13th July at the Faraway Riding and Recreation Centre, Huntly, Aberdeenshire.

There are to be Affiliated and Unaffiliated Sections to provide classes for everyone including NPS Scotland Qualifying classes for the Kilmannan Novice Ridden M & M, Baileys Horse Feeds Open Ridden M & M, Scottish Countryside Alliance M&M WHP Championships and SWPCA Elite Welsh Pony/Cob of the Year Final 2003. Entry fees have been kept below those fixed at other NPS Scotland Shows to encourage entries and ensure financial success in the first year.

If you live in North Scotland, please make the effort to fit this show into your busy showing timetable to ensure its success for the future. 

Schedules will be available from mid May from –

NPS Northern Show Secretary

Mrs Pat Burnie

Upper Tack

Newmachar

Aberdeenshire AB21 0UT

Tel. 01651 862370

E-mail: pat.burnie@btinternet.com 

Judges Seminar

From Caroline Nelson

There will be a Judges Seminar / Study Day / Assessment at Oatridge College, Broxburn, West Lothian on 13th & 14th September 2003. This is being organised by The National Pony Society from their Head Office in Alton.

The Judges Selection Committee of the NPS have chosen Scotland as the next venue for their prospective Judges Assessment. The weekend will comprise of an informal gathering of judges, potential judges and interested friends on the Saturday, with an assessment of the potential judges to take place on the Sunday.

We are delighted that this venture will take place north of the border and we hope that as many of the Scottish members as possible will attend. Also welcome, will be our friends from south of the border, as this venue should prove accessible to all.

Our role is to help The National Pony Society Judges Selection Committee as much as possible, so pony providers, offers of catering and general help will be much appreciated.

The formal side of the weekend will be run by The National Pony Society Head Office and any information, offers of help, etc. should be sent in the first instance to the co-ordinator,


Mrs Caroline Nelson


Trows Cottage


Kelso


Roxburghshire


TD5 8LX

Tel. 01573 450733

Mobile. 07968 599840

E-mail. john@trows.fsnet.co.uk

who will be delighted to hear from you.

Information will soon be available on the websites for The National Pony Society and for NPS Scotland.

Diary Dates

MAY 11 Equine Orienteering Event, Devilla Forest, Kincardine 

JUNE 14 NPS Scotland Summer Show, Strathallan Castle Estate

JULY 13 NPS Scotland Northern Show, Faraway RRC, Huntly

AUGUST 9 Scottish Horse Show, Kelso - NPS Scotland Finals

SEPTEMBER 13/14 Judges Seminar, Oatridge College SEPTEMBER 13 NPS/RDA Fun Show, Summerston, Glasgow

SEPTEMBER 28 Picnic Pleasure Ride, Auchtermuchty, Fife

OCTOBER 4 SWPCA Dinner Dance

NOVEMBER 23 Youngstock Show, Devon EC, Fishcross

WINTER DATES TBA Area Quizzes

NPS Scotland Office Bearers and Committee Members

Contact List

We are here to run your society so, please let us have your thoughts and suggestions on how to improve this Society for your interests.  Following are the full committee and their focus groups, they are waiting to hear from YOU!

Chairman 

Mr H Scott McGregor 

Ballinton, Thornhill, By Stirling  

FK8 3QL

Tel: 01786 850219

Mobile: 07866 775180

Vice Chairman

Mrs R A Provan
 

Summerfield, Glenfarg, Perthshire  

PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

Treasurer

Mr J S Strang



3e Grange Gardens, Sheriffmuir Road, Bridge of Allan  FK9 4TO   Tel: 01786 834262

Secretary

Mrs Alicia Hay

Blairview, Milnathort, Kinross  

KY13 0SF

Tel: 07970 816416

Social Focus Group (3)

· Miss Peggy Jardine Paterson, Nether Gask, Auchterarder, Perthshire

PH3 1HP

Tel: 01738 73034

· Mrs R A Provan
 Summerfield, Glenfarg

Perth  PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

· Mrs Sue Williamson Wilbram, Justinhaugh, By Forfar, Angus  DD8 3SD

Tel: 01307 860263

Equine Event Focus Group (5)

· Mrs Fiona Roebuck Castlepark, Auchterarder. Perthshire  PH3 1JR

Tel: 01764 664327

· Mrs M C Nimmo, Duntarvie, Winchburgh, Broxburn,  

West Lothian  EH52 6QA

Tel: 01506 834331

· Mr J Steven Strang

3e Grange Gardens, Sheriffmuir Road, 

Bridge of Allan  FK9 4TO   

Tel: 01786 834262

Newsletter Editor & Welfare

· Mrs Kathleen R Fraser Wester Cleish, By Cleish, Kinross-shire  KY13 0LP

Tel: 01577 850271

Competitions Organiser
· Miss Pat Rennie 

Lomondside Stud

Buchannan Home Farm

Drymen G63 0HU

Tel: 01360 660481

Sponsorship & Marketing Focus Group (3)

· Mrs Joan McCallum Woodlea, Sorn, Ayrshire 

KA5 6JB

Tel: 01290 550713

· Mr William R Ireland 

Kilmannan Farm

Auchineden Estate, Blanefield

By Glasgow  G63 9AX

Tel: 01360 770815

· Mrs R A Provan
 Summerfield, Glenfarg

Perthshire  PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

Northern Show Co-ordinator

· Mrs E Claxton 

Ochter Clunie, Craigie,  Blairgowrie, Perthshire  

PH10 6RG

Tel: 01250 884779

****************************
Performance Competition Organiser

· Mrs Barbara Darling


Forresters Cottage


Leaston Farm


Humbie


East Lothian EH36 5PD


Tel: 01875 833213



















