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The official Newsletter of the National Pony Society – Scotland       

Committee Report

Since the last newsletter was published your Committee have had no fewer than three meetings. Organising shows and other events takes a lot of time and expertise, freely given by Committee members for the benefit of NPS Scotland and it’s members.

Evidence of behind the scenes planning appears throughout this newsletter in the form of past and future events, but there are also other less obvious matters routinely dealt with, which enhance the profile of the society.

Please support the many forthcoming events organised for you, our membership. Remember that your friends are always welcome too. This is our reward!

Social Group Report

from Liz Claxton

At the last Committee Meeting it was felt that it would be a good idea if the AGM, Annual Pre-Season Lunch and Performance Awards were combined into one date at a venue near Perth. No date has been confirmed as yet, but it is likely to be either Sunday 22nd or 29th February 2004. 

Friends would be most welcome to join the lunch, which has proved to be a popular start to the season.  The AGM does not take a great 

deal of time and there will be a 

pleasant venue for guests to 

gather if they do not wish to attend the meeting. The presentation of the Performance Awards would add greatly to the occasion and we would be finished in good time for people to get home to see to ponies. We hope this idea will prove popular.

Sponsorship Report

NPS Scotland would like to express it’s sincere thanks to all our sponsors at this year’s Summer Show held at Strathallan on Saturday 14 June.

NFU Mutual was our title sponsor, hence their name appeared on the tails of the rosettes presented to winning exhibitors. We are grateful to Mr. Calver, NFU Mutual Area Manager, who attended the show.

Other major sponsors who generously put money directly into the running of the show were Scottish Farmer and Countryside Alliance.

Equally appreciated were all those individuals, studs and business’s who kindly sponsored individual classes. We are grateful for all the financial help received.

Now is the time to start thinking of sponsorship for next year. It is becoming increasingly difficult to raise money, so any suggestions from members would be most welcome.

Equine Event Group

Report

from Kate Fraser

In consultation with the full Committee our group have been progressing a number of future events as well as evaluating those passed.

There are details included later on the successful Orienteering Event and the forthcoming Charity Pleasure Ride.

We are now entering the final planning stages of the second Youngstock Show in November as well as 2004 Spring and Summer Shows. A lot of time and thought has been channelled into a complete reworking of the Summer Show classes and timetable which will hopefully be appreciated by exhibitors at next year’s Summer Show.

Remember – any suggestions for events or constructive comments will be welcomed. Please feel free to express your ideas to any Committee member.

Northern Show Cancelled

from Liz Claxton

It was with great regret that the Committee of NPS Scotland had to take the decision to cancel the NPS Scotland Northern Show at Faraway Riding & Recreation Centre scheduled for Sunday 13th July, due to a lack of entries. 

It had been hoped that this inaugural show would provide an opportunity for our members and friends in the North to participate. To this end we had provided NPS Scotland qualifiers with the finals to be held at the Scottish Horse Show this month and unaffiliated classes so as to encompass as many people as possible, but this has not proved to be successful.

As you will realise, a great deal of hard work went into organising the Show and the Committee were very disappointed to have to resort to cancelling.  It has always been a criticism of the northern members that events are not put on for them in their area.  All we can say is that we tried very hard, but the support has not been forthcoming.  

Membership Report

Our membership is currently standing at two hundred and seventy three, made up of a combination of National and Scotland only members. Remember that from 1st October all new members will receive fifteen months membership for their first annual subscription fee. Joining forms are available from the Secretary or any Committee member.

Membership Draw

Earlier this year, as an incentive for members to join or rejoin, the Committee ran a free to enter Prize Draw for any membership paid on or before the evening of the AGM. The lucky recipient of the case of wine was Mrs Dianna Staveley of Eastlands Stud, Eskdalemuir.

NPS National News

Insurance

In line with the current market, the insurance premium has once again risen sharply and necessitated policy changes that will impact on members.

It is likely that the cover provided to NPS Scotland (and Areas) by Headquarters for our shows and other events will carry a higher premium. This places an added burden on our finances and restricts the type of event we can offer, as only those generating  sufficient income can be considered viable in future.

One significant clause has been dropped from the schedule and all members are asked to take note.

The policy no longer makes provision for member to member cover. All exhibitors at NPS shows and events are henceforth required to have their own Public Liability Insurance.

Rule Changes

Following the rule changes implemented at the beginning of this season regarding the eligibility of ponies in the Hunter Pony Breeding classes and the subsequent revoke of the new rules part way through the season, it has been decided that in future all major changes will not be implemented within twelve months of a such a decision. 

This particular rule change had a detrimental effect on entry numbers at many major Scottish shows this year and was probably reflected throughout the country.

New Competition

From 2004 sponsorship will be in place to create a ‘Home Produced’ Section for Mountain and Moorland Breeding Classes. It is hoped to have more details to report in a future Newsletter.

NPS are also hoping to promote Breeding Classes for both the British Riding Pony and Hunter Pony in 2004.

Leaflet

A new leaflet will soon be produced – ‘Sending a Mare to Stud’ - and we hope to make this available to Scottish members when printed.

Judges

From 2004, Silver Medal Rosette Championships may be judged by anyone on the B Panel Judges list.

Equine Orienteering Event

The third event of this type run by NPS Scotland took place at Devilla Forest, Kincardine, Fife on Saturday 25 May. 

The organiser was not amused to discover the night before the original date that Forest Enterprise had supplied the wrong barrier key to access the forest. Undeterred, a new date was hastily arranged and the correct key sourced. Inevitably a few entrants were unable to manage the new date which was disappointing for all concerned.

The event reverted to it’s original format of ‘score orienteering’ and competitors were supplied with a map showing thirty six control sites, a punch card and a two hour time limit. 

The rain was fairly persistent at the outset but was soon forgotten as competitors got to grips with the challenges of the course set. By midday, we were all basking in glorious warm sunshine and everything around was steaming. All returned safely to the finish point, most within the time limit eager to avoid time penalties. Without exception everyone enthused about how much they had enjoyed themselves and most were rewarded at the prize giving with rather splendid rosettes. 

Results – Class A for pair of Registered Native Ponies, 1st H Scott McGregor & Kirsten McKay (FYFEDENE, Highland & TAMMIE NORRIE OF FAIRLAW, Highland) (365 points), 2nd Wendy Scott (CAROL OF GARGUNNOCK, Highland) (254 points), 3rd Anne Thomson & Helen Robertson (RAVENSCAIRN DEMON, Fell & SYDSERFF SILVER BETULA, Connemara) (246 points). 

Results - Class B for pair of Open Horses / Ponies, 1st Alison & Lynne Currie (OSCAR & CHEROKEE) (230 points), 2nd Shirley Smith & Jackie Robertson (BREAGH & OSCAR) (215 points), 3rd Rosemary & Susan McConnell (CASSIE & KESTREL) (195 points)

Summer Show 

A glorious, dry, hot, summer day and a scenic setting made the summer show one of the most memorable of the season.

In common with many shows this year, our entries on paper did not live up to expectations on the day. In no way should this detract from the achievements of the various Champions, as the standard of the ponies forward was extremely high. Many of the ponies who enjoyed their first win of the season at Strathallan have subsequently gone on to win Championships at the Highland, Royal and other prestigious shows.  

Congratulations and best wishes to all those who won major Championships and Qualifiers and who will now travel south for finals.

Our showfield also hosted the Eriskay Pony Society annual show, hopefully to the mutual benefit of both societies.

To everyone’s credit, it was noted that the field was remarkably clean and tidy at the end of the day. Well done to all who attended for achieving this.

A big thank you to all who rolled up their sleeves and mucked in with both the all important preparations and assistance on the day. From visible stewards, to behind the scenes pole carriers, (you know who you are) the committee of NPS Scotland would like to thank you all for generously lending us your support.

Summer Show Results

Champions

In Hand – Highland, FYFEDENE Mr H S McGregor; Shetland, WAULKMILL GOOD GRACIOUS Mrs R A Provan; Welsh A, WAXWING HARLEQUIN Mrs L Cormack; Welsh B, EYARTH MOWGLI Mrs R M Duncan; Welsh C/D, WAXWING RHUMBA Mrs L Cormack; Dartmoor, RUSHFIELD MONARCH Mr & Mrs C J Anderson; Exmoor, TOTAL ECLIPSE Alexis Marr; Dales, VILLAGE DEFENDER W R Ireland; Fell, LOWNTHWAITE ECLIPSE J M Rawlinson; New Forest, LADYBROOK AMERETTI S J Grantham; Connemara, EASTLANDS DUNIELLE Mr & Mrs J G Staveley; Riding Ponies, KINGSFORD DRUMMER BOY Mrs E M Downie; Elite Pony Breeding, BLACKFORD WHITE WEDDING Mary Seivewright; Hunter Pony, BRAEGLEN SYMPHONY Mrs Susan Harper; Part Bred, BLACKFORD WHITE WEDDING; Overall M&M, FYFEDENE; Overall In Hand, VILLAGE DEFENDER; Best M&M Bred x Exhibitor, FYFEDENE. 

Ridden – Olympia, MOSS-SIDE CAMPSIE GLEN Ruth Darling; Ffrethi, DURRIS LORD BRETT Mrs Pat Burnie; Picton, DURRIS LORD BRETT; M&M LR/FR Mini GREENFERNS RACHEL Mrs J Cousens; M&M Junior Ridden, WAXWING XCEL Mrs Kirsty Miller; Novice M&M, HEATHERBELLE OF TURIN HILL Mrs E B Compton; Open M&M, TY’REOS SIR KEN J & S McKnight; M&M Open Ridden Summer Champs, VINEDALE VIXEN Mrs Paula Nordell; Riding/Hunter Pony Mini, REGAL TEMPTATION Mrs J Cousens; BSPS, REGAL TEMPTATION; Novice WHP, BLUECAPS Gail Whetter; NPS Scotland Novice WHP, TRAILTROW TARANSAY Gillian McMurray; Open WHP, WAXWING RHYS Mdms Aitken & Beattie; HOYS WHP, WAXWING RHYS. Overall Ridden, TY’REOS SIR KEN.

Olympia Qualifier Champions

Congratulations to the two ponies and their owners / producers who have so far gained the coveted ‘ticket to Olympia’ at mixed breed M&M qualifying rounds. 

This year there were two Scottish shows allocated a qualifier for the NPS/Baileys Horse Feeds Mountain and Moorland Supreme Ridden (Olympia) Pony of the Year. 

NPS Summer, 14 June 

Judge - Barbara Wilson

Champion:

MOSS-SIDE CAMPSIE GLEN (Highland), Ruth Darling

Braco, 26 July

Judge - Sheila Clarke

Champion:

THORNEYSIDE THE TOFF (Welsh D), Jill Cousens

There is an opportunity for a third pony to qualify by special invitation at the Scottish Horse Show in  August. This invitation will be extended for the last time this year to the Champion of the NPS Scotland/Baileys Horse Feeds Ridden Mountain Moorland Pony of the Year Final. Winning ponies of all breeds have qualified for this final at shows across Scotland throughout this season. Good luck to all taking part on 9 August. There will be a report in the next edition of this newsletter on all the Scottish bred ponies who have qualified for Olympia this year, including those who have won breed qualifiers.

For anyone interested in attending the Final, it is to be held at Olympia in London on Monday 22 December. Preliminary judging is at 10am with the Final as part of the afternoon programme, which also includes showjumping, the King’s Troop and the Celtic Dance - a display of International Dressage to music and culminating with the traditional Christmas Finale. The Box Office is open now on 0870 733 0733. 

RDA Fun Show

Due to other events in the calendar, the jointly organised RDA Fun Show has been rescheduled to take place on Sunday 31 August, a fortnight earlier than planned. As usual it will take place at Sandyflats, Summerston, Glasgow.

Last year this popular show was cancelled due to lack of support. Many competitors complained that they had intended to enter on the day and were disappointed when it did not run. The organisers have costs to consider and if insufficient competitors pre-enter they cannot rely on a late influx to make it viable. For this reason a closing date of Thursday 28 August will apply. As with all show entries, please make them as timely as possible to assist the organising committee. Schedules are available now from the Secretary –

Mrs Isobel Thomson

North Blochairn

Craigmaddie

Milngavie

G62 6HE

Judges Seminar

As reported in the last Newsletter, there is to be a Judges Study Day and Assessment at Oatridge Agricultural College, Broxburn, West Lothian on 13 & 14 September.

The Informal Study and Discussion Day will be held on Saturday starting at 11am. It is open to everyone who is interested in learning more about conformation, movement and what the judge is looking for in the ideal pony. There will be a few ‘guinea pig ponies’ to be discussed and assessed in tutored groups. You do not need to be a judge or even considering becoming one to attend. All are welcome, so please avail yourself of this unique opportunity. Tickets are £12 to include lunch.

On Sunday there will be an Assessment of candidates as potential judges for Riding Pony, Hunter Pony and Mixed M&M panels starting at 8am. If you are interested in being considered as a Probationer Judge for one of these panels please submit an application form as soon as possible. 

Further information, ticket booking and application forms are available through the co-ordinator –

Mrs Caroline Nelson

Trows Cottage

Kelso

Roxburghshire

TD5 8LX

Tel.01573 450733 / Fax. 01573 450691 / Mob. 07968 599840

Information is also available on the website – www.nationalponysociety.org.uk

Charity Picnic Pleasure Ride

After the success of last year’s Pleasure Ride at Loch Ard in October, we are once again offering an end of season social gathering for people and their ponies. 

This year it is to be a charity event raising funds for the Brooke Hospital for Animals. The modest entry fee of £5 per horse and rider is a minimum payment and it is hoped that those taking part will also include a donation at the time of entry.

Open to members and friends, the led eight to ten mile route will include access through private land and forestry starting at 11am from Glentarkie (NO 191 120) by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Walter Alexander.

If we are blessed once again with fine weather, there should be spectacular views over the Fife landscape and the Tay.

Bring your own picnic lunch to hand in at the start and it will be transported to the designated lunch site for you.

Please complete the Entry Form enclosed and return it as soon as possible to the organiser Kate Fraser, or by Wednesday 24 September at the latest. 

SWPCA Dinner Dance

SWPCA are holding a Dinner Dance in the Hilton Hotel, East Kilbride on Saturday 4th October 2003 at 7.00pm for 7.30pm (sitting for dinner around 8pm).  Dress - Black Tie.  Tickets Adult £25, Junior (12 & under) £12.  Accommodation is available at a discounted tariff.

For tickets apply to Greig Stables, Rinnes View, Seafield Walk, Keith, Moray AB55 5BW (by 27th September)  Cheques made payable to ‘SWPCA’ and enclosing an SAE for the return of tickets.

Winter Quiz Series

It is intended to hold a few more of the ever popular quiz evenings to brighten the winter evenings.

This year it has been decided that there will be a series of unrelated quiz evenings to be held at venues spread geographically throughout the most populous membership areas. Members and friends will be welcome to attend more than one venue. 

The series starts on Wednesday 12th November at the regular venue of The Lion and The Unicorn, Thornhill, Stirling. More details and an entry form will be in the October newsletter.

Further evenings are planned in Ayrshire, South Perthshire and the Lothians.  

For Sale
Working Hunter Saddle, 16.5 in medium fit in dark havana leather. English made (Antill / Pilkington) in good, well maintained condition. Tel. 01577 850271  

Connemara Gelding, (Lovat Solar Storm) 3 yrs. dark grey roan to make full up 148cm. Sire: Sydserff Thunderstorm, Dam: Sydserff Rock Crystal (Tulira Finn MacCool) An unspoilt, kind, sensitive pony with natural cadence and athletic ability. Unshown to date and currently unbroken. Tel. 01577 850271

Diary Dates

AUGUST 9 Scottish Horse Show, Kelso - NPS Scotland Competition Finals

AUGUST 31 NPS/RDA Fun Show, Summerston, Glasgow 

SEPTEMBER 13/14 Judges Seminar, Oatridge College SEPTEMBER 28 Charity Picnic Pleasure Ride, Auchtermuchty, Fife

OCTOBER 4 SWPCA Dinner Dance

NOVEMBER 12 Quiz Night & Supper, Thornhill, Stirling

NOVEMBER 22 Youngstock Show, Devon EC, Fishcross
NPS Scotland Office Bearers and Committee Members

Contact List

We are here to run your society so, please let us have your thoughts and suggestions on how to improve this Society for your interests.  Following are the full committee and their focus groups; they are waiting to hear from YOU!

Chairman 

Mr H Scott McGregor 

Ballinton, Thornhill, By Stirling  

FK8 3QL

Tel: 01786 850219

Mobile: 07866 775180

Vice Chairman

Mrs R A Provan
 

Summerfield, Glenfarg, Perthshire  

PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

Treasurer

Mr J S Strang



3e Grange Gardens, Sheriffmuir Road, Bridge of Allan  FK9 4TO   Tel: 01786 834262

Secretary

Mrs Alicia Hay

Blairview, Milnathort, Kinross  

KY13 0SF

Tel: 07970 816416

Social Focus Group (4)
· Mrs E Claxton 

Ochter Clunie, Craigie,  Blairgowrie, Perthshire  

PH10 6RG

Tel: 01250 884779

· Miss Peggy Jardine Paterson, Nether Gask, Auchterarder, Perthshire

PH3 1HP

Tel: 01738 730346

· Mrs R A Provan
 Summerfield, Glenfarg

Perth  PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

· Mrs Sue Williamson Wilbram, Justinhaugh, By Forfar, Angus  DD8 3SD

Tel: 01307 860263

Equine Event Focus Group (5)

· Mrs Fiona Roebuck Castlepark, Auchterarder. Perthshire  PH3 1JR

Tel: 01764 664327

· Mrs M C Nimmo, Duntarvie, Winchburgh, Broxburn,  

West Lothian  EH52 6QA

Tel: 01506 834331

· Mr J Steven Strang

3e Grange Gardens, Sheriffmuir Road, 

Bridge of Allan  FK9 4TO   

Tel: 01786 834262

Newsletter Editor & Welfare

· Mrs Kathleen R Fraser Wester Cleish, By Cleish, Kinross-shire  KY13 0LP

Tel: 01577 850271

Competitions Organiser
· Miss Pat Rennie 

Lomondside Stud

Buchannan Home Farm

Drymen G63 0HU

Tel: 01360 660481

Sponsorship & Marketing Focus Group (3)

· Mrs Joan McCallum Woodlea, Sorn, Ayrshire 

KA5 6JB

Tel: 01290 550713

· Mr William R Ireland 

Kilmannan Farm

Auchineden Estate, Blanefield

By Glasgow  G63 9AX

Tel: 01360 770815

· Mrs R A Provan
 Summerfield, Glenfarg

Perthshire  PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777
****************************
Performance Competition Organiser

· Mrs Barbara Darling


Forresters Cottage


Leaston Farm


Humbie


East Lothian EH36 5PD


Tel: 01875 833213



















