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Chairman’s Report of 2002

In the previous newsletter I made reference to the planned events for the remaining months of NPS Scotland’s first year and I am pleased to report that all have been most successful and I trust enjoyed by everyone.

In October there was a well supported Equine Orienteering Event in Achray Forest and Pleasure Ride in Loch Ard Forest both in the beautiful Aberfoyle area of Central Scotland where members and friends enjoyed wonderful weather and the spectacular scenery of this unique part of the country.

Later in the month, our Dinner Dance was attended by around ninety people from Morayshire in the North to Lancashire in the South.  I hope all who attended enjoyed the evening – I have had many requests for this to be repeated in future years.

          

November saw a further three events in our busy calendar.  The first of these was a quiz night at Thornhill which followed the previous successful format and displayed once again the great breadth of knowledge of some members (and the considerable lack of knowledge of others!).  The first and second placed teams will go forward to the finals to be held next February and will compete against the best from Grampian Region and from Ayrshire.

The Performance Award Scheme lunch and presentation to the prizewinners was the next event held in November.  Congratulations to all prizewinners.  Many thanks to Dougal Dick for allowing us to use his home for the presentations and to Barbara Darling for running the Scheme on behalf of the Committee in her usual efficient way.  I am delighted that Barbara has agreed to organise the Scheme again next year.
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas & Happy, Successful New Year 

The final event in November was the inaugural Youngstock Show held at the Devon Equestrian  Centre with all classes judged indoors.  This show incorporated the former Stirling Foal Show run for many years by Scott McGregor.  We were very encouraged with the entries which totalled over one hundred and sixty from more than eighty exhibitors.  The judges were impessed with the high standard of the animals forward and for a first time event it was a huge success.  It can truly be claimed as the largest Equine Youngstock Show in Scotland and we hope to build on this success in the future.  I know that there were quiet a number of people disappointed because they missed the deadline for submitting entries but in order to produce a catalogue it is important that a deadline is set and adhered to.  Congratulations to all prizewinners and particularly Ronnie and Joan Alexander with their Supreme Champion, the two year old home bred Highland Pony colt, Rannoch of Fourmerk and to Roweena Provan who stood Reserve Supreme with her yearling Shetland Pony filly Waulkmill Good Gracious which was also home bred.

In conclusion, may I again thank on your behalf the hardworking Committee who have put in so much effort to ensure a varied and, I trust, an enjoyable programme of events in this our first year as NPS Scotland.  Please support us and renew your membership so that we can continue to give you an excellent programme for 2003.  I look forward to welcoming you to our AGM on 12 February 2003 at the Gleneagles Equestrian Centre
Steven Strang - Chairman
npsscotland.co.uk

We now have this site in full operation with links in to and from The National Pony Society (Alton) web site.  The site is used for applying for  membership, show schedules, events results, advertising, and information up-dates and communications.

We would like to up-date our photograph gallery and would appeal to Members to please send in your own photographs to the secretary.

We would actively like to encourage Members to use the web site to collect information and communicate by e-mail. If there is anything else you  
would like to see included on the web site, please let us know


.

Stallions at Stud Index for the March Newsletter
In our March Newsletter we would like to do another feature on Stallions at Stud in Scotland incorporating all the native breeds, Eriskays and Riding Ponies. 

The fee will be £10 per entry which includes advertising in the newsletter and an entry on our web site for the year.  If you wish we can take photographs to be put on the web site alongside your stallions details. 

If you have a stallion standing at stud in 2003 and would like to advertise such or would like to re-new your existing advert, please contact Mrs Sue Williamson By 1st February 2003.

2002 Performance Competition

I am very happy this year to able to report a conclusion for this year’s competition.  Hopefully the events of last year will not be repeated.

It has been a very successful competition this year and the number of competitors is rising.  It would be wonderful if all the people who applied for record cards returned them completed at then end of the year, I can only hope!

The winner of the Lady Fairfax Trophy was Lomondside Emperor (New Forest) owned by Liz and Pat Rennie.  Many congratulations for a really high score. In reserve, also with a very high score was Phildon Brandy (Welsh A) owned by Eleanor Crate.  Full results are as follows:-

Lady Fairfax Trophy – Overall Performance 1- Lomondside Emperor (New Forest) Liz & Pat Rennie 2- Phildon Brandy (Welsh A) Eleanor Crate 3-Morvern of Turin Hill (Highland) Marjorie Grant 4 –Waxwing Excel (Welsh A) Kirsty Miller 5-Gleannmhor Debutante (Welsh D) Anne Currie 6-Fauldshope Rhodri (Welsh C) V Morley

Treasure Island Trophy – Showing 1-Philson Brandy (Welsh A) Eleanor Crate 2-Waxwing Excel (Welsh A) Kirsty Miller 3-Bellindene Rock Legend (Connemara) J Somervail 4-Rushton Billy (Welsh A) Kirsty Miller 5- Lomondside Emperor (New Forest) Pat & Liz Rennie 6-Fauldshope Rhodri (Welsh C) V Morley

Part-Bred Trophy 

1-Nutberry Falcon (Welsh Part-Bred) Gilliam McMurray 2- Night Rocket (Highland X) Marjorie Grant

Special Prize for Endurance

Skye of Sunnyneuk (Highland) Jennifer Herd

This year all competitors who returned a record card received a competitors rosette.

The next competition runs from 1st January 2003 to 31st December 2003 with the results being announced at the AGM in February 2004.

The Committee have reviewed the costs of running this competition.  Entry fees have not been revised for MANY, MANY, years therefore there is a significant increase for 2003.

The entry fee for the 2003 competition will be £10 for Members and £15 for non-members.

Please find enclosed with this newsletter an application form and I look forward to accepting as many entrants as possible. 

Barbara Darling

Performance Competition Organiser
Quiz Series throughout Scotland

Again, Scott McGregor organised an excellent Quiz Night at the The Lion and the Unicorn, Thornhill, By Stirling on Wednesday 13th November.

There were approx. 12 teams, some who travelled from as far as Blairgowrie and Ayr to be tested by Quiz Master Extraordinaire, Dougal Dick.  There was a new flavour of a multiple choice section of answers which went down very well.   We had to cancel the quiz arranged for the Barn and the Bushell, in Inverurie on Wednesday 27th November.  There may be another date in the New Year but a suitable location needs to found first.

The Ayrshire Quiz Night will be held on Wednesday 5th February at The Riverside Inn, Minishant, Near Ayr.  Starting at 7.00pm Contact Kris McCall for details on 01560 700232

There will be a final held in the Perth Area on Saturday 15th February 2002.  Organiser Roweena Provan

Committee Nominations

At the forthcoming AGM the following Committee Members are due to retire:-Steven Strang, Dougal Dick and Joan McCallum.  Morven Campbell  was also due to retire but resigned earlier in the year due to work commitments.

The constitution states that we can have 12 Committee Members, therefore we have 5 places to fill.  

Steven Strang wishes to seek re-election but Dougal Dick and Joan McCallum do not wish to seek re-election.

We are therefore seeking nominations for 5 people to join the committee.  To encourage new committee members from a distance we could hold some meetings on a weekend afternoon.

Nomination forms can be obtained from the secretary and must be returned to the secretary by 12.00 noon on Friday 17th January 2003.

NPS Scotland Members Renewal Prize Draw

Membership of NPS Scotland is due for renewal before 1 January 2003.  This excludes the new members who have joined since October 2002 who have membership until 31 December 2003.


To encourage members to return renewals promptly, we are holding a free draw at the AGM on 12th February for all the members who have paid their membership.

Members will have until 1st April to re-new membership.  After this date the joining fee will be applied.

NPS Scotland Dinner & Dance

We held our first bi-annual Dinner Dance at the Gartwhinzean Hotel, Powmill by Dollar on Saturday 26th October.  This was a great occasion for everyone to get together from all over Scotland and enjoy a good night following an excellent band.  Many stayed the night and partied on into the morning.  

In 2003 the SWPCA are hosting a Dinner Dance on 4th October (location to be confirmed).

Youngstock Show

Saturday 23rd November,

Devon Leisure Equestrian Centre, Alloa.

This was a new show for NPS Scotland, however, we did incorporate  the previous Stirling Foal Show schedule and trophies excluding the Clydesdale classes.  

All sections were  well supported with over 160 entries for the day.  We do hope this is a show that will grow in the future  as many exhibitors travelled long distances to compete. 

The results were as follows

Supreme Champion  Rannoch of Fourmerk, R&J Alexander

Reserve Supreme Champion Waulkmill Good Gracious, R Provan

Champion Foal
Kerryston Ruby, K&A Scott

Reserve Champion Foal Ceannaiteach Malabou, E Mowatt

Highland Ponies

Judge; M Taylor, Strathkiness

ChampionRannoch of Fourmerk

ResMyra of Millfield, W Allan

Filly Foal – 1, Fourmerk Harmony; 2, Lucindadene, H McGregor; 3, Traceydene, S McGregor. Colt Foal – 1 & Champ, Stirlingdene, S McGregor; 2, Rumof Fourmerk, R&J Alexander; 3, Rannochdene, S McGregor. Yearling –1, Rowandene, S McGregor; 2, Longriggs Suilven, B Maddox. 2/3 Yr Old –1, Rannoch of Fourmerk; 2, Myra of Millfield; 3, Zaradene, S McGregor. 

Shetland Ponies

Judge; J Barry, Ross-shire

Champion – Waulkmill Good Gracious

Res –Sire Cindy ll, C Marshall

Filly Foal – 1 & Champ, Kerryston Ruby; 2 & Res Champ, Kerryston Rosety, K&A Scott; 3, Eynhallow Sheila, J&B Laing. Colt Foal – 1, Strocherie Archie, J&M Slater. Yearling – 1, Waulkmill Good Gracious; 2, Struie Dena, C Marshall; 3, Eynhallow Belle, J&B Laing. 2/3 Yr Old – 1, Struie Cindy ll; 2, Willonbry First lady, J Watson; 3, Kerryston Rowan, K&A Scott.

Miniature Filly Foal –1, Standduff Bright Star, J Murray; 2, Endrik Vibrene; 3, Rest & Be Thankful Fiona, K Fletcher; Min Colt Foal – 1, Rest & Be Thankful Callum, K Fletcher. Min Yearling –1, Myreton Talisman, J&G Wilson; 2,. Myreton Clover, J&G Wilson. Min 2/3 Yr Old  -1, Northwells Dando, J&G Wilson.

Eriskay Ponies

Judge; J Barry

Youngstock – 1 & Champion, Braincroft Lednock, Mr&Mrs McGillvray; 2 & Res Champion, Craggie Cyrus, J Isaac; 3, Craggie Grania, C Cochrane.

Light Horse

Judge; J Cousens, Dunblane

Champion – Freetime, D Allison

Res – Vicky B, M Reid

Filly Foal – 1, Vicky B; 2, Killashandra, M Flynn; 3, Puddledub Mystry, F Reid. Colt Foal – 1, Full Beam, J Luton; 2, Romanno harry Potter, L McFadyen. Yearling –1, Freetime; 2, Broadstone Love Affair, L McFadyen; 3, Silver Mist, S Duncan. 2/3 Yr Old –1, Puzzles Pita Pata, G Fry; 2, Lynnbank Julianna, L Reid; 3, Behesht Caspian Conqueror, L Allan. 

Riding/Hunter Ponies

Judge; J Cousens

Champion – Lyndrose Lady Penelope, L kelbie

Res – Eskside Opal, S Williamson

Filly Foal – 1, Lyndrose Lady Penelope; 2, Lovat Florentine, K Fraser; 3, Telynau Difyr, A Ferguson.Colt Foal – 1, Beckcroft Best Man, S Wadelik; 2, Barleith Ocean Dreams, J&A Singleton; 3, Bedlay Sovereign, C Thomson. Yearling – 1, Eskside Opal; 2, Bedlay Jacque, C Thomson; 3, Ceannaiteach Maverick, J Borthwick. 2/3 Yr Old – 1, Windale Will o’ the Wisp, J&A Singleton; 2, Fidlyn Elegance, A Ferguson.

Mountain & Moorland

Judge; R Sutcliffe, Lancs

Champion – Goosemoor Dunlinn, B Darling

Res  – Ceannaiteach Malabou

Filly Foal – 1, Bedlay Siobhan, C Thomson; 2, Lovat Florentine; 3, Gartconnel Ceilidh, E Mowatt. Colt Foal  -1, Ceannaiteach Malabou; 2, Kilmannan Black magic, W Ireland; 3, Pennal The Great, S Thomson. Yearling – 1, Kilmannan Mischief, W Ireland; 2, Ceannaiteach Maverick; 3, Lomondside Honeycomb, E&P Rennie. 2/3 Yr old  -1, Goosemoor Dunlinn; 2, Fidlyn elegance; 3, Neuaddparc Heidi, S Thomson.

NPS Scotland Sweatshirts

We can take orders for sweatshirts in bottle green and navy blue for adults and children. We are using the same supplier so they will be of the same high quality as our previous order.  Please contact the Secretary to place orders. 

NPS SCOTLAND EQUINE ORIENTEERING EVENT

Following are the results and two riders views of the day at South Achray Forest, Aberfoyle on Sunday 13th October.
CLASS A 
Pairs of Pure Bred Registered Native Ponies

1st  Emma Scott-Ardoch Meteor (Welsh Cob) & Alison Cowan James of Drumlean (Highland)1hour 35mins

2nd  Catriona Rowan-Uist of  Caenlochan (Highland) & Mary McGillivray- Braincroft Sundew (Eriskay) 1hour 59mins

3rd  Jennifer Herd-Skye of Sunnyneuk (Highland) & Morven Lawson- Vaila of Strathmore (Highland) 2hours 7mins

4th Janice Boyd- Inglegarth Illustrious (Fell) & 
Lorraine Hunter -Lindertis Heather
(Fell) 2hours 30mins

CLASS B
Open Pairs

1st  Jocelyn Forester-Jacko (ID) & Clemmie Forester-Arizona Hayes (Connemara X) 2hours 10mins

2nd  Hazel Galbraith-Scole Golden Warrior (Welsh Cob) &  Anne Thomson-Angelo (Arab) 2hours 26mins

The Orienteering Experience by Mary McGillivray

Saturday 12th October, it was lashing with rain and my spirits plummeted. Tomorrow was the NPS Equine Orienteering Event and I was not looking forward to plucking my Eriskay pony out of a muddy field and setting off for Aberfoyle at some unearthly hour only to get soaking wet and most likely lost. No word from my partner in the competition to say that she was calling off so I was just going to have to grit my teeth and get on with it. (Where was my hardy Eriskay outlook?)

Having driven through thick fog on the way to Achray Forest I arrived in glorious sunshine, was greeted by cheerful officials Dougal Dick, Kate Fraser and Steven Strang and the day looked less bleak. Catriona got all the details from Kate and seemed to understand what we were supposed to do. Dougal checked the time and then we were off.

The lochs were beautiful, we managed to read the map, found all the checkpoints and the ponies enjoyed it. What a splendid day we had. I shall certainly not hesitate to have a go next time and hope many more will join in too. Many thanks to the NPS organising team for the scenery, the fun and the crisps.

My first ever Pleasure Ride – By Iain Cochrane age 11

I recently took my Eriskay Pony , St Bridget Mackie to our first ever pleasure ride. My mum does lots of endurance rides with her horse, but I will not be able to take part in those until I am 12, so I was really pleased when the NPS organized a 10 mile ride at Aberfoyle which I could go to.  When we left home in Ayrshire it was bright and sunny, but as we approached Glasgow we drove into thick mist which did not lift until we arrived at Aberfoyle and got on the ponies. After that the day was bright and sunny, with no wind. 

There were three of us doing the ride together with our Eriskays, me and Mackie, my mum on Braincroft Craig and Celia Harper Gow on her youngster, Belzars Osprey. We had a  lot of fun on the ride and managed to get round in just over two hours. The ponies were very happy and Craig was very good at teaching Osprey how to trot confidently through puddles

The ride itself was well marked and  covered some lovely tracks with stunning views. At the end of the ride, Mackie and Osprey were still quite fresh, but Craig, who was not so fit, was starting to get tired, so we took the last short cut to finish. When we got back to the car park, there were quite a few people there so we enjoyed our picnic and got to meet Bill Ireland’s beautiful Dales ponies which had also gone well on the ride.  

 I’ve had Mackie since we were both four and we’ve done lead rein,  jumping, cross country, showing,  dressage, handy pony, the quadrille in the Eriskay display at Blair , and been to Eglinton Pony Club Camp together. It was really good to tackle something new and I’m now looking forward to taking part in more NPS events and also joining the Galloway Branch of SERC so I can further Mackie’s endurance career!

Members Questionnaire Report

The committee would like to thank all Members who returned their questionnaire.  It is very beneficial to see where the majority of interests lie and where support would be given.

Areas of interest in order of support were M & M Ridden, M & M In Hand, WHP Classes, Riding/Hunter Ponies Ridden then In Hand.  Members would like to continue with the dressage, and orienteering events.  On a social aspect, members enjoyed the Lunch and Quiz Nights and would like to see a Talk incorporated into the Programme.

Support was given to extend the NPS Scotland Qualifiers, and the majority would support an NPS Scotland Championship Show in September. 

Alternative venues for events suggested were Brechin Castle, Oatridge, Fieldings, West Lothian, Dabbs, Muirmill, Rowallan, Scone Palace, Balcormo. 

Finally, the majority of the returned questionnaires were in favour of increased entry fees over prize money with higher entry fees.

The committee will endeavour to incorporate these findings within the Programme of Events for 2003.
Dates for your Diary-2003

The following dates have been discussed.  The dates marked with an * are still to be confirmed. We will be producing a Calendar of Events in the New Year once dates and venues have been confirmed.

February

5th – Ayrshire Quiz Night, The Riverside Inn, Minishant, Nr Ayr

12th – AGM – Gleneagles Eq Cen, Auchterarder.

*15th – Quiz Final – Perth Area

March

*16th -Pre-Season Lunch, 
Perth

April 

5th  - Spring Show, Devon Eq Cen 

*May – Orienteering Event. Date and location to be confirmed.

*14th June - Summer Show, Strathallan, Auchterarder

*13th July – NPS Scotland Northern Show, Faraway Eq Cen, Forgue, Nr Huntly

September 

*Picnic/Forest Ride Date and location to be confirmed

*14 September – RDA/NPS Scotland Fun Show, Summerston, Glasgow 

22nd November, Youngstock Show, Devon Eq Cen


4th October – SWPCA Dinner Dance 

Use the Newsletter, its here for you!

We offer to circulate leaflets within our newsletter to all our Members for a small fee.  Only one piece of outside literature is taken at a time and we do all the packing and posting.  If you would like to advertise  ponies or saddlery for sale, or wanted in the next newsletter, the charge is £5 per advert for members.  Please contact Mrs Sue Williamson

Wanted – Photographs for the web site. 





Quick – return your renewal form to enter a free draw for a case of wine at the AGM.





Kate Fraser








            NPS Scotland 


     Annual General Meeting 


     Wed  12th February 2003


        Gleneagles Equestrian  


          Centre,Auchterarder 


                    7.00pm











