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Committee Report

Everyone has relished a well earned break from NPS business throughout July and August. 

Many have enjoyed attending shows whether to compete, judge or simply to watch, locally or further afield. No one can complain about the weather spoiling our enjoyment this year and all the ponies have been produced in peak condition, apparently effortlessly.

Most have also found time in their hectic schedule to enjoy a break, with some travelling to distant shores leaving their equine chores behind.

Autumn has now arrived however, and we look forward to our winter programme of events with renewed energy and enthusiasm. September marked a return to duties for the Committee, with next year’s events and sponsorship high on the agenda.

Our last show of the year is the NPS Youngstock Show in late November at Devon Equestrian Centre. 

Thereafter, all activities will be dismounted and indoor during the winter months, culminating in a combined spring lunch, AGM and Performance Awards presentation.

Please support the winter quiz series and bring along all your friends. With so many dates and venues to choose from no excuses will be accepted!

Malvern Teams 2003

The NPS Scotland team acquitted themselves well at the NPS Summer Championship Show held at Malvern in early August. 

This is a points based inter area competition requiring the nomination of seven exhibits per team, competing in their own particular classes. 

Despite a ‘no show’ by one exhibitor, the remaining six managed a creditworthy sixth place winning £150 prize money. Had we had the expected full team, perhaps this result could have been even better!  After deduction of the £25 entry fee, this represented a gain of £125 towards NPS Scotland funds. 

Many thanks and congratulations to the exhibitors who were -

S Harper, B Ireland, M Robertson, S McGregor, R&J Alexander and especially to Tweetie Nimmo for performing the additional role of team organiser.

If you are intending to compete at this show next year please consider putting your pony forward as early in the season as possible. With luck we could have enough to warrant two teams.

Competitions 2003 Report

Throughout this season NPS Scotland have administered three M & M competitions for the benefit of members. As competitors you will recognise them under the title names of their generous sponsors – Kilmannan Novice Ridden, Baileys Open Ridden and Countryside Alliance WHP. The finals of all three were held this year at the Scottish Horse Show, Kelso on 8 August.

Administrator for all three competitions is Pat Rennie, who contacts the show secretaries, despatches rosettes and qualification cards and liases with the Scottish Horse Show secretary regarding the finals.

Some changes are already in the pipeline for 2004 regarding rules and venues, but there is still ongoing discussion of finer details. As a member who takes part in these competitions, any comments or suggestions you would wish to be considered are most welcome. 

The Committee have already been made aware of a few problems. These have mostly arisen from shows providing qualifiers from other organisations (Ponies(UK)  and HOYS) within individual classes or sections. The rules and definitions vary from one organisation to another and this has occasionally been to the detriment of some NPS competitors. Harmonisation of these anomalies is unlikely for next season, therefore we need to devise ways to work around them in the short term.

Other problems have arisen out of human error – competitors accepting multiple qualification cards from various shows and forwarding them all to the organiser! In doing so these competitors unwittingly exclude others from qualifying and ultimately diminish the number of ponies eligible to come forward for the final. Next year’s rules will almost certainly penalise competitors for this mistake and be warned – ignorance is no defence!

The venue and date of the finals has also been subject to discussion. Many members, particularly those living in the North where many large county shows are not held until late July or August, feel disadvantaged by time and distance to attend. These are valid points and again we would welcome any constructive suggestions for the future. Ideally we require a centrally located showfield and existing show with a date in September. Although in time it may be possible to consider a dedicated championship show, with only three finals to host at present this is not a viable option.

Remember that these competitions are run for your benefit and enjoyment and the Sponsorship Group make a great effort to gain sponsorship, without which it would not be possible to offer these competitions which are exclusive to NPS Scotland members. Please exercise your membership rights and make the committee aware of your thoughts on this matter.

2003 RESULTS

NPS Scotland Scottish Countryside Alliance M&M WHP of the Year

Champion – RHYDFENDIGAID DANIEL (Welsh D); Reserve – TUNSTALL PRINCESS II (Fell)

Not exceeding 122cm – 1 BLUECAPS (Exmoor), G Whetter; 2 OLDEMERE WINDCHIME, Mrs DM French; 3 LONAN FOREST RANGER, DR V Morrison

122 – 138cm – 1 TUNSTALL PRINCESS II, Mrs E McColl; 2 FAULDSHOPE RHODRI, V Morley; 3 ACORN, A Bell

over 138cm – RHYDFENDIGAID DANIEL, Mr SR Avery; 2 GLEANNMHOR DEBUTANTE, Mrs A Currie; 3 LLANSANTFFRAED CHARMER, M Smith

NPS Scotland / Kilmannan Stud Novice Ridden M&M Pony of the Year

Champion – WAXWING XCEL (Welsh A) Reserve – LISHMAR FINNEGAN’S WAKE (Connemara)

Small – 1 WAXWING XCEL, Mrs K Miller; 2 GREENPARK BENJAMIN, J Jarvis; 3 BRYNOFFA ZAK, Mrs S Hoggans

Large – 1 LISHMAR FINNEGAN'S WAKE, Mrs W Aird; 2 DURRIS LORD BRETT, Mrs P Burnie; 3 BARNACLE OF GLENCOE, V Paisley

NPS Scotland / Baileys Horse Feeds Open Ridden M&M

Champion – BENGAD RUMMEX (Welsh A) Reserve – KILMANNAN JUBILEE (Dale)

Small – 1 BENGAD RUMMEX, J Cowan; 2 ROTHERWOOD PARTY POPPER, Mrs S Hoggans; ROSEISLE GERSHWIN, E & Miss P Aitken

Large – 1 KILMANNAN JUBILEE, WR Ireland; 2 FALFIELD HONEYBEAR, Mrs H Somerset; VAYNOR CARA, DP Meredith

NPS Scotland is grateful to the National Pony Society for issuing a special invitation to the Champion Pony at this year’s Scottish Horse Show Final, to compete in the NPS / Baileys Horse Feeds Open Ridden M&M Pony of the Year at Olympia on Monday 22 December.

Fun Show Report

from 

Isabelle Thomson

Having been cancelled for the last two years, the Glasgow Group RDA was delighted to host the NPS / RDA Fun Show at Sandyflats once again. We had a glorious day and most of the classes were well filled, in particular, the M & M’s. It was slightly disappointing that the WHP and Family Pony entries were down, however, there were some very good ponies forward for the championships.

We are extremely grateful to all those who gave so generously of their time, notably the judges and stewards. Several parents came to me after the show to say just how much their young riders had benefited from the constructive advice given to them by the judges. The show was also a financial success with both the NPS and RDA making a profit of just over £300 each.

Hopefully the show will run again in 2004, in fact, a very enthusiastic person has already asked if the date has been chosen!

Champions

Open WHP TY’REOS SIR KEN, J McKnight; Novice WHP BLAINSLIE VALENTINE, E Crate; M & M Mini PHILDON MARGARITE, S Mowatt; M & M Open (In Hand & Ridden), FRIARS WELSH MIST, C Orr; M & M Novice (In Hand & Ridden), MILFORD ADVENTURER, S Smith; Beginners Pony EBONY, C McGrandles; Family Pony MERLIN, R Spike.

Non Championship Classes

Veteran IH STARLIGHT EXPRESS, W McGrandles; Veteran Ridden Lomondside Rob Roy, K Beattie; Coloured IH TWEEDSIDE JASON, S Dick; Coloured Ridden CONNOR, J McFarlane; M & M Type IH MERRYLEGS, A Smith; Young Handlers 11-16 E CRATE, Phildon Brandy; 10 & under C WILSON, Sula; Best Rider 12-16 H PENDLOWSKI, Moortown Highlander; 11 & under K BATHGATE, Breamish Jasper; Handy Pony (Led Rider 12 & under) SULA, P Wilson; (Rider 12 & under) SULA, C Wilson; (Rider 13-16) MOORTOWN HIGHLANDER, H Pendlowski; (Rider over 17) LOMONDSIDE ROB ROY, K Beattie.

Judges Seminar Report

from

Steven Strang

The NPS held a successful Study Day on Saturday 13 September followed on the Sunday by a Probationer Judges’ Assessment.

Although the weekend was hosted by the National Pony Society, there was a major input from NPS Scotland who were delighted that headquarters had decided to hold this event in Scotland for the first time. Oatridge College proved to be an ideal venue with its close proximity to Edinburgh airport making travel from the South and Northern Ireland a relatively painless experience.

We were pleased to welcome so many of the NPS ‘top brass’ including the President, Anne Colbatch Clark and the Chairman and Vice Chairman, Pat Renwick and Caroline Nelson respectively.

The Study Day, attended by around eighty delegates, commenced in the conference room with a welcome by Caroline Nelson who introduced the top table of senior NPS judges. There then followed an open forum with questions from the floor. After lunch the delegates moved to the indoor school where a selection of mountain and moorland, riding and hunter ponies were put through their paces and the panel of judges made their observations to the audience. Thereafter, a further open forum took place in the conference room to end the day.

On Sunday, a Probationer Judges’ Assessment was held, when twenty candidates were interviewed to assess their suitability to be invited to join the probationer judges scheme. The assessment was in two parts, with the candidates first being asked to judge a number of ponies and then justify their placings to a panel of two assessors. This was followed by an examination on breed rules and regulations together with questions on NPS rules, in front of a second panel of assessors.

The NPS Scotland Committee would like to thank the NPS for coming North of the Border and trust that a return visit will be made in the not too distant future. Many thanks to all those involved in making the weekend such a success, particularly the organiser Caroline Nelson and to all those who supplied ponies.

Charity Picnic Pleasure Ride

For it’s first charitable event, NPS Scotland elected to organise a Picnic Ride held in aid of the Brooke Hospital for Animals on Sunday 28 September.

The venue of Pitmedden Forest behind Auchtermuchty in Fife provided an opportunity to ride through private farmland not usually accessible to riders, as well as forestry.

Blessed as ever with a glorious dry, warm, sunny, autumn day members and friends partook in a ten mile route over varied and undulating terrain. 

Lunch was transported to the most scenic point and riders and mounts enjoyed a welcome break overlooking the most spectacular scenery. Fantastic views of the Tay estuary, north Fife hills, Dundee and Perthshire were the talking point of the lunch spot, while the return journey afforded views inland to the Lomond Hills in the heart of Fife.

Many thanks to Jean Connell and ‘Rowan’ for stepping in to the leadership breach and ably guiding the ride through a large part of the route. Thanks also to Tim, for rounding up the strays and shepherding them in the direction of home.

Although everyone enjoyed themselves, the real purpose of the day was to raise money. Many gave generous donations in addition to the modest entry fee and the final amount raised for the Brooke Hospital was £157.62.

Winter Quiz Series

Enclosed with this edition of the Newsletter is an entry form for the quiz evenings. Please complete the form and return it to the Secretary as soon as possible for your chosen venue(s). It is important to book in advance as numbers are required to cater for supper. The entry fee is £6 per team. Cost of the supper will vary from one venue to another but will be approx. £6 - £7 per person.

Teams must consist of no more than four people. Select carefully from your circle of friends, as some teams have been known to be very competitive, inviting only those with the highest academic credentials. Remember that the purpose of these evenings is to have FUN – not to be taken too seriously!

The questions are based on general knowledge and for most of us, frequently obscure knowledge. There are very few (if any) equine questions so please feel free to invite your spouse or other non- horsey friends – everyone is welcome and they will enjoy themselves.

The format for the evening is to answer a couple of sets of questions, usually twenty per set, with written answers. There is then a break for supper, followed by the final sets, a raffle and prizegiving.

Don’t delay. Start organising a team today!

Youngstock Show

Final arrangements are in place for the second NPS Scotland Youngstock Show (incorporating Stirling Foal Show), which is once again being held indoors at Devon Equestrian Centre, Fishcross, Alloa on Saturday 22 November.

A schedule has been enclosed for all members. If you are unable to show on the day yourself, please pass your copy of the schedule to a friend who may wish to enter.

Classes have been modified slightly in the light of last year’s entries, but all the sections have been retained i.e. Highland, Shetland (standard and miniature), M & M, Eriskay, Light Horse and Riding / Hunter Pony. Each section has classes for filly foal, colt foal, yearling and two / three y.o.

The native pony classes are generally well supported, but we do need to encourage more competitors in the Light Horse and Pony sections.

Closing date for entries is Monday 10 November. Late entries will be accepted at double fee until Monday 17. It will pay not to leave entering until the deadline!

Olympia Finalists

Good luck and best wishes to all Scottish bred / owned / produced ponies at the prestigious final of the NPS Baileys Ridden Mountain and Moorland Championship. The date for the final is Monday 22 December at Olympia in central London.

Qualifying is the wish of a lifetime for many and it is no mean feat to produce a pony in peak condition at that time of year. Ponies travelling from Scotland are at a disadvantage from the outset, as they have such a long journey to endure before contending with the unique atmosphere of the hall. In spite of this, our Scottish ponies have always acquitted themselves well in such difficult circumstances in true native style. 

Ponies to look out for in the results are –

Kilmannan Black Velvet

NPS Spring Festival

Moss-side Campsie Glen

NPS Scotland Summer 

Fyfedene

Royal Highland Show 

(Breed only)

Lintavon Ciro

Northern Horse Show

Thorneyside the Toff

Braco Show

Waxwing Keepsake

New Forest & Hampshire

Bengad Rummex

Scottish Horse Show 

(Special Invitation)

Quest of Mendick

Bucks County

With only thirty-two ponies in total qualifying at shows throughout the country, Scotland is well represented in both quality and numbers. It would be fantastic to have a champion from the list above, but of course we must remember that competing for most is a hobby and enjoyment should be the prime consideration regardless of the final placings. We therefore wish all a safe and enjoyable trip and a rosette or trophy if awarded, will be a lucky bonus.

Tickets are still available at a discounted rate for NPS members by quoting ‘M&M’ when ‘phoning the ticket hotline on 0870 733 0733. Tickets are for the afternoon performance only, which includes the presentation of the NPS Baileys Final. The judging starts at 10am and ticket holders can sit anywhere for this part of the day.

The seating plan and availability can be viewed on www.olympiashowjumping.com before ‘phoning to book.

(Apologies if anyone has inadvertently been omitted from the list above)

*** AGM 2004 ***

from 

Liz Claxton

The Annual General Meeting of the National Pony Society Scotland has been booked for Sunday 29th February 2004 at the  Huntingtower House Hotel, Perth.  

This year it will take the form of our usual pre-season lunch at 12 for 12.30pm, followed by the presentation of Performance Awards and then the AGM which is scheduled to start at approximately 2.00pm. The hotel has very pleasant facilities for guests to relax in if they do not wish to attend this part of the afternoon. 

The Committee felt that condensing three events into one date and venue might be a good way of cutting down travelling for members.  

HOYS Winners

Congratulations to the many Scottish ponies and riders who competed and were placed at the Horse of the Year Show in Birmingham last month. 

Looking only at the first three places in each class, NPS Scotland members’ ponies were best placed in the M&M Ridden Championship. Held on Wednesday 17 September the following ponies / riders were placed as follows –

Simpson Refractories M&M Championship

New Forest / Connemara

2 Sydserff Golden Oak; 3 Sydserff Lord of the Dance, Kirstine Douglas

Fell / Highland / Dale

1 Fyfedene, Barbara McVean; 2 Kilmannan Jubilee, Pamela Brown; 3 MacKenziedene

Welsh C&D

1 and Champion Rhydfendigaid Daniel, Chris Patrick

and in the Working Hunter classes on Friday 19 September -

PA Business Systems M&M WHP of the Year Championship

138cm 3 Waxwing Rhys, Miss Philippa Aitken

There were many other well placed ponies throughout the sections. Well done, even if space has not allowed a specific mention.

Diary Dates

2003

OCTOBER 29 Quiz Night & Supper, The Riverside Inn, Minishant, Ayrshire 7.15pm

NOVEMBER 10 Closing date for Youngstock Show

NOVEMBER 12 Quiz Night & Supper, Lion & Unicorn, Thornhill, Stirling 7.15pm

NOVEMBER 22 Youngstock Show, Devon EC, Fishcross

NOVEMBER 27 Quiz Night & Supper, Balgeddie Toll, Kinnesswood, Kinross 7.15pm

DECEMBER 22 Final of the NPS / Baileys Ridden Mountain and Moorland Championship, Olympia, London

2004

FEBRUARY Quiz Night to be held in Lothians / Borders.

Date and venue to be finalised – details available in next Newsletter. 
FEBRUARY 29 AGM, Performance Awards and Pre-season Lunch.

MARCH 21 Clinic, probable venue Oatridge, to be joint venture with SWP&CA. 

NPS Scotland Office Bearers and Committee Members

Contact List

We are here to keep your society functioning. Please let us have your thoughts and suggestions on how to improve this Society for you the members. Following are the full committee and their focus groups; they are waiting to hear from YOU!

Chairman 

Mr H Scott McGregor 

Ballinton, Thornhill, By Stirling  

FK8 3QL

Tel: 01786 850219

Mobile: 07866 775180

Vice Chairman

Mrs R A Provan
 

Summerfield, Glenfarg, Perthshire  

PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

Treasurer

Mr J S Strang



3e Grange Gardens, Sheriffmuir Road, Bridge of Allan  FK9 4TO   

Tel: 01786 834262

Secretary

Mrs Alicia Hay

Blairview, Milnathort, Kinross  

KY13 0SF

Tel: 07970 816416

Social Focus Group (4)

· Mrs E Claxton 

Ochter Clunie, Craigie,  Blairgowrie, Perthshire  

PH10 6RG

Tel: 01250 884779

· Miss Peggy Jardine Paterson, Nether Gask, Auchterarder, Perthshire

PH3 1HP

Tel: 01738 730346

· Mrs R A Provan
 Summerfield, Glenfarg

Perth  PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777

· Mrs Sue Williamson Wilbram, Justinhaugh, By Forfar, Angus  DD8 3SD

Tel: 01307 860263

Equine Event Focus Group (5)

· Mrs Fiona Roebuck Castlepark, Auchterarder. Perthshire  PH3 1JR

Tel: 01764 664327

· Mrs M C Nimmo, Duntarvie, Winchburgh, Broxburn,  

West Lothian  EH52 6QA

Tel: 01506 834331

· Mr J Steven Strang

3e Grange Gardens, Sheriffmuir Road, 

Bridge of Allan  FK9 4TO   

Tel: 01786 834262

Newsletter Editor & Welfare

· Kathleen R Fraser Wester Cleish, By Cleish, Kinross-shire  KY13 0LP

Tel: 01577 850271

Competitions Organiser
· Miss Pat Rennie 

Lomondside Stud

Buchannan Home Farm

Drymen G63 0HU

Tel: 01360 660481

Sponsorship & Marketing Focus Group (3)

· Mrs Joan McCallum Woodlea, Sorn, Ayrshire 

KA5 6JB

Tel: 01290 550713

· Mr William R Ireland 

Kilmannan Farm

Auchineden Estate, Blanefield

By Glasgow  G63 9AX

Tel: 01360 770815

· Mrs R A Provan
 Summerfield, Glenfarg

Perthshire  PH2 9QD

Tel: 01577 830777
****************************
Performance Competition Organiser

· Mrs Barbara Darling


Forresters Cottage


Leaston Farm


Humbie


East Lothian EH36 5PD


Tel: 01875 833213

